



yery 
Be- 


toa 
hest 


ice, 


jat 


ja- 


<x = 
~2 


Or eS areata lee 


ww 
* 


wer @ 


ae 


~ — eowweos Swewaniwa waz 





i 
e 
% 





aS 
NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER. 











—_—_— 











BE, FEB. 22, 1834. [Vor. XLV. Wuoxz No. 1,170 


THE PAST-~THE PRESENT—FOR THE FUTURE. 








EDITED, PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY H. NILES, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE, 








So heavy is the pressure of current matter, that, with 
our limited means, we must abstain from such full notices 
of just passed or passing events as that we have vainly at- 
tempted, for some time past. Our closely printed and 
capacious pages will not-take in nearly the whole—and 
if they could, the greater expedition of the daily press 
would render the contents of this paper into a mere re- 
cord, in the estimation of a very large proportion of our 
friends, and much to our own injury; for variety is desir- 
ed, and something ew expected by every one. For many 
years, we had room enough for all the leading purposes 
of this publication—but the times have changed, and we 
must change with them. We shall endeavor to keep up 
a sufficient history of the events of every week, but give 
more attention to documents proper, and statistics, and 
now and then make space for ‘‘original’’ essays and arti- 
cles, and pieces on miscellaneous subjects, which have 
been latterly neglected. 

The affairs of the bank, and of the various points made 
for or against it, have taken upa great many pages—sub- 
sequent proceedings, or facts as they are developed, shall 
not be disregarded; but we think it useless (for us) to pur- 
sue these subjects to the extent heretofore allowed them, 
and shall restrict the articles inserted to a reasonable 
length—not, however, permitting important things to 
pass by unobserved, especially those of a documentary 
character. ‘There are several other matters that we wish 
to present to our readers; and which, from the very na- 
ture of this work, we think ought rather to be done. This 
remark does not include in it any thing like a determina- 
tion to retire from the course latterly pursued; we mean 
to say only that it shall be more closely restrained:—and 
more time and room given up to please, in the variety of 
our matter: for which a great abundance of materials is 
at immediate command. We intimated this necessity 
some weeks ago. It was hoped that we might work 
through it—but that hope is now given up in despair. 
Every day adds to the press of papers before us—and 
there is no present prospect that an accumulation of them 
will speedily cease. 

The proceedings of congress in the present week are 
very interesting, and though we have expended much la- 
bor in condensing them, they occupy a considerable part 
of the present sheet. The yeas and nays in the house of 
representatives, on the deposite question, will be care- 
fully examined. ‘The votes given, though not decisive of 
the result of the main question, nevertheless indicate that 
a small majority is opposed to a restoration of the depo- 
sites; while it is manifest that if the removal had not 
taken place, a large majority would not now advise it. 
Instead of being a matter of expediency, or of principle, 
it has unfortunately run into a party question; and yet itis 
not a little remarkable that the house, constituted as it is, 
with so large a majority generally in favor of the present 
administration, is so nearly divided on the great leading 
measure of the administration. ; 

There are still some reports afloat as to a compromise. 
We know nothing of the truth of them—but think that 
the president, himself, will not be a party to any pro- 
ceeding with respect to the continuation of the present 
bank, or establishment of a new one. 

We publish a large table shewing the state of the safety 
fund banks of New York, and shall give similar ones 
shewing that of the banks of Pennsylvania, &c. ‘They pre- 
sent statistical facts always interesting, but more espe- 
cially so, at this particular time. We have caused the 
amounts to be added up, to afford a general view. 

While some think that the money-market is easier, 
others feel the pressure of it more severely than hereto- 
fore. A certain degree of ease has been obtained by one 


which, however, casts a burthen on another class of per~ 
sons whose prosperity, if not subsistence, depends upon 
such enterprizes. The reports of the committees of me- 
chanics and other working men of New York and Phila- 
delphia, who have visited Washington, shew that very 
few contracts have yet been entered into for the erection 
of new buildings, in the ensuing season, though the pre- 
sent is the time when sueh contracts are not only gene- 
rally formed, but in their actual operation. It is thus also 
in Baltimore. These are mere examples of what is goin 
on, in all the departments of business; and, though mue 
less money to carry on heavy operations is needed, be- 
cause they are not now freshly attempted, the quantity of 
the circulating medium, in use, seems insufficient even 
for the ordinary transactions between man and man; and 
thousands of persons, small dealers and mechanics, who, 
twelve months ago, always had the means of accommo- 
dating their neighbors, are hard pressed to pay their own 
debts, though they have reduced their expenses or dis- 
missed their workmen to the lowest possible amount, 
consistent with a preservation of their run of business, 
and the supply of their regular customers. 

We have sketched a curious, and, as some will think 
it, a bold article on the circulation of values, and which 
places what we have called the PRINCIPLE OF AGGREGA- 
TION in a new and striking light, and shews the effect of 
expansions or contractions of the currency in a way that 
cannot be mistaken; as well as how hiehly important it is 
that the currency should be not only sound, but also suf- 
ficient in quantity. We intend to publish this article in 
our next, 


—o 


We have some more items of foreign news, including 
the speech of the king of France on opening the cham- 
bers, whieh are inserted. 

It will be seen that the affairs of Spain and Portugal 
are by no means settled. In the former, especially, the 
civil war is extending. It may be expected that Carlos 
and Miguel will make a common cause, in doing all 
that they can to support one another, without committing 
themselves. The French king, however, speaks of these 
affairs as likely to be soon adjusted. It is not easy to as- 
certain the true state of things in Europe, because of 
agitators on one hand, an -t proceedings on the 
other. The first make n uy false reports, and the se- 
cond coneeal truth. Europe, however, would seem to 
us like a slumbering voleano. The mighty military es- 
tablishments that are kept up shew that peace exists in 
the ability to make war; and the fear of all parties that 
a war, if made, will become general, and as destructive, 
perhaps, as either of those which followed the revolution 
in France, in 1789. 


— 


A richly gifted and eminently good man has fallen! 
Wittram Wirt, esq. died at Washington, on Tuesday 
last, the 19th inst. aged about 62 years. 

He had proceeded to Washington to attend to business 
in the supreme eourt; and though long much indisposed, 
shewed some apparent improvement in the state of his 
health. 

Soon after his decease was known, a meeting of the’ 
gentlemen of the bar of the supreme court was held, and 
Mr. Butler, attorney general of the U. 8. called to the 
chair, and John Sergeant, esq. of Philadelphia, appoint- 
ed secretary. Mr. Webster, with much feeling and pow- 
er, announced the departure of Mr. Wirt, and conclud- 
ed by submitting certain resolutions, which were passed 
unanimously; and the proceedings of this meeting cane 
reported to the supreme eourt by the attorney general, 
they were feelingly ordered to be inserted on the records 
of that court, &c. as stated in a subsequent page. Con- 
gress also adjourned that the members might attend the 





elass of persons by abstaining from new enterprizes, 
VoL. XLV—Sia. 29. 


interment of his remains—an unprecedented mark of res 
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spect to the memory of a person who was not a member 
of that body. 

The ‘‘wandering piper,” or as some call him, the 
‘‘mysterious piper,” was in Baltimore, last week, and 
received, at different exhibitions of his talents, the sum 
of $491—all which he is said to have appropriated to 
charitable purposes, without retaining any thing for his 
personal expenses. He is a full-blooded Scotsman, of 
eccentric habits—but his heart is in the right place And 
it is, surely, pleasant to hear the sweet or wild notes of 
so interesting a people as the Scots, while feeling con- 
scious also of contributing a mite to relieve the wants 
of the unfortunate. 

The rumors of expected changes in the cabinet at 
Washington, noticed in the last Reeisrer, are repeat- 
ed. ‘The times in which we live, are, in many respects, 
extraordinary. 

Mr. Duane, late secretary of the treasury, has com- 
menced a series of letters addressed to the people of the 
United States, in which we understand that he designs to 
present a full view of various proceedings had during the 
short period of his public service at Washington, feeling 
himself now “‘released from all impediments, but those 
which a sense of duty to the public and a respect for him- 
self may impose.” 

A good deal of excitement prevails in the upper part 
of South Carolina, on account of the military test oath 
act. Many meetings have been held, at which very warm 
resolutions were passed, and resistance threatened. 

The ‘*New Hampshire Statesman” has the following 
singular article: 

There is another fact, which has been floating in this com- 
munity in au intangible shape for two or three weeks past, now 
fully confirmed, and which may serve to show how the post 
office affairs are conducted. A letter was received at one of 
the banks in this town from senator Hill, desiring that thirty 
thousand dollars of the funds of the bank might be placed to 
the credit of the post master general for the immediate relief 
of the department, pledging the word of the post master general 
for its re-payment with bank interest, and for all over draughts 
which he might choose to make. The directors seeing no safety 


in the manner of making the loan nor in the security offered, of 
course could not assent to the proposition. 





Tue PENSION FUND. The judiciary committee in the 
senate has made a report on the message of the president 
of the United States, concerning this fund, and the mino- 
rity of the committee of ways and means of the house of 
representatives,* have also presented a statement counter 
to that of the majority of said committee. As it is of 
importance that the public should fully understand the 
whole merits of this matter, we shall make room for the 
papers just mentioned, unless prevented by the extreme 
ength of them. They are not yet athand. The report 
of the committee of ways and means is inserted in sub- 
sequent pages. 


ith reference to this subject we copy the following 
from the ‘*New York American:” 

The pension fund. As an evidence which must be admitted, 
that no motives of interest could have induced the bank of the 
United States to desire to retain the agency for paying pen- 
sioners, we ask the attention to the annexed letter of the presi- 
dent of the Mechanics’ bank of this city, complaining of the 
expense and hardships of that agency, and asking that at least 
the other pet banks might be required to contribute towards this 
expense. The reply of the commissioner of pensions seems to 
admit that the agency itself is one rather burdensome than be- 
neficial, but that an equivalent therefor was to be found in the 
fact of being one of the deposite banks. Under these circum- 
stances, it must, we apprehend, be obvious to every understand- 
ing, that it could only be from motives of duty, and what was 
conceived to be obligation by law, that the bank of the United 
States declined to surrender, without an act of congress, a trust 
confided to them by act of congress. 


Mechanics’ bank, New York, Jan. 27, 1834. 
Sir: Since my appointment as pension agent for this city. I 
have repeatedly applied to Mr. Lawrence, president of the U. 
States branch bank, for the delivery of the books, papers and 
funds pertaining to that agency, and regret to say that lam 
still, apparently, as far from their possession as upon the first 
application. It was at first alleged that the original books, 


*Bigned by Mesers. Wilds, Gorham and Biuney. 
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lists and other papers must be retained as its vouchers by the 
bank, but that copies should be prepared for me with due des- 
patch. These copies, which, it is understood, are voluminous, 
are at length completed, (as it is said), and still have not been 
handed over; the funds he refuses to pay, as I learn, by direc- 
tion of Mr. Biddle, the president of the mother bank. Some 
few aged veterans, coming from a distance for their little sti- 
pends, | have paid individually; but applications are daily mak- 
ing, and although their means are withheld by the braach bank, 
they themselves refuse to make the required payments. I wait 
your further instructions. 

This agency, as [ learn, is exceedingly complicated in its de- 
tails, requires considerable office room, the employment of at 
least three clerks, which must necessarily involve us in a very 
considerable extra expense. Why this bank should have been 
selected to perform this service, while the other selected banks 
are exempt from the responsibility, labor and expense, is a 
matter of some surprise, particularly when it is known that we 
have not hitherto had a due proportion of the public deposites. 
Having aszented, however, in our agreement with the treasury, 
to perform the duties incidental to the agency, we cannot of 
course object to the execution of those duties, but must, at the 
same time, be permitted to say, that an agency involving such 
great responsibility, arluous duties and heavy expenses, should 
be borne in common by the three banks, or, if this should be 
considered impracticable, that the other two should at least 
bear a pro rata portion of the expenses. 

I am required, by the terms of the appointment, to give bond 
personally, with sureties, &c. in the penal sum of $125,000, for 
the faithful performance of the agency. This agency, it must 
be admitted, is to be performed by me, not as a private indivi- 
dual, but as president of the bank; the department, therefore, 
has the responsibility of the Mechanics’ bank, with its assets of 
halfia million of dollars,in my estimation the very best security 
for the integrity of its principal officer, and the faithful discharge 
of his duties. lam, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

Joun FLEMING, president, 





Lovuistana. Governor Roman’s message to the legis- 
lature was exclusively devoted to the affairs and interests 
of the state, of which—its successful industry, and pros- 
perous finanees—it gives a most encouraging relation. 
The governor insists strongly and wisely, that this pros~ 
perity should be used to noble purposes, and especially 
to the more general dissemination of education among all 
classes, and to the improvement of the internal com- 
munications of the state. The following statement is 


presented by the governor, of the probable exports from 
New Orleans for 1834: 








Cotton—450,000 bales at $55, $24,750,000 
Tobacco—30,000 hhds. at $40, 1,200,000 
Sugar—70,000 hhds. at $65, 4,550,000 
Molasses—3, 500,000 gals. at 20 cts. 700,000 
Western produce, 5,000,000 

$36,700,000 
Deduct for home consumption, 2,000,000 
Total of exports for 1834, $34,700,000 





Money 1n Evrorpr. The following is a communica- 
tion published in the ‘*National Gazette”— 

I copy verbatim from a letter from M. Rothschild, 
dated London, December 21, which I have this day seen, 
the following: 

‘‘Our funds are improving, which circumstance is at- 
tributable to the great plenty of money in the market, for 
I have just concluded a contract with the Fast India com- 
pany, for the large sum of about three millions sterling, 
which had been in their possession for sometime unem- 
ployed. It'may therefore be expected that an advance 
in all securities will take place, and this cannot fail to 
operate favorably on the Ameriean funds, which have 
been dull. The matters pending between Russia, Eng- 
land and France, as to the Turkish affairs, seems, at the 


present moment, to be more likely to terminate amica- 
bly.” 





Russia and Turkey. A gorgeous recital is given in 
the late accounts from Europe, of the presents intended 
for the emperor Nicholas, with which Achmet pacha, the 
new envoy to Peterburg, has been charged by the sultan. 
The ambassador, who, by the bye,can neither read nor 
write in any language, not even his own, is loaded with 
costly jewels. The bridle, saddle and caparison for the 
steed of Nicholas, arc alone estimated to exceed £50,000 
in value. There are bracelets for the ezarina of twelve 
rounds eath, adorned with twenty magnificent diamonds 
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For the emperor there are twelve Arabian horses, and 
for the empress one huudred and fifty cashmere shawls. 
The most singular present is that of a sword, of which 
the handle and scabbard is covered with precious stones, 
and which is to be preseuted to Nichlas as the weapon of 
Constantine Paleologos, who died in the breach etfected 
by the taking of Constautinople by Mahomet IL, in 1453. 

These lavish presents are part of the policy of the sul- 
tan, which is plainly to put himself thoroughly under the 
protection of the ezar. ‘The disorder in all his provinces, 
his dread of Mehemet Ali, the formidable rebellion in 
Asia Minor under Cadi Kiran, and the inereasing anarely 
of his capital, seem to leave Mahmord no hope of per- 
sonal safety except in the favor and aid of Nicholas. 
Henee the ardor with which he throws himself into the 
power of Russia, and courts favor from his ancient enemy. 


—— 








“THE LOWER ReEGIONS.!” A correspondent of the 
‘Richmond Compiler,” speaking of the Kanawha coun- 
try, relates the following anecdote: 

“Timmediately on the road and a short distance from the bank 
of the river, the celebrated Burning Spring attracts the curiosi- 
ty of the traveller. A cavity in the earth of a few feet in dia- 
meter, presents atits bottom several small orifices, from which 
an odorous gas, Or strong biluminous vapor is constantly ex- 
haled. When ignited by alighted eandle, which is easily done, 
the whole becomes a shicet of flame, and is only extinguished 
by the plentiful application of water. Filling the cavity with 
wiuler previous to ignition, does not diminish the brightness or 
fierceness of the blaze. Iuflammable gasses undoubtedly 
abound in many portions of the valley. An anecdote illustrat- 
iug the fact, was frequently related in my bearing, which | can- 
not forbear to repeat. A very respectable gentleman, some- 
what eccentric and a little p:ofane, had been boring for salt to 
the depth of 600 feet, when his friends endeavored to dissuade 
him from the costly experiment. ‘Salt 1 will have,’ he ex- 
claimed, ‘‘if | bore for it to the infernal regions!’ Accordingly 
he pressed on in pursuit of his object—with renewed persever- 
auce and ardor—and his boring machine having penetrated one 
of those subterranean recesses, where nature generates her 
mysterious and terriffic agents, a volume of flame suddenly 
burst through the orifice, and ascended far above the earth’s 








surface, spread terror and amazement in the neighborhood. 
The less enlightened and superstitious, of course, fancied that 
the profane gentleman’s threats had been really carried into 
execution, and that the contents of the awful and undefinable 
pit had been actually disgorged upon another earth.”? 


—— 98 @ Ctr 


FOREIGN NEWS. 
From Paris papers to the 23d and Havre to the 25th December, 
both inclusive. 
FRANCE. 

The chamber of deputies opened its session on the 23d De- 
cember, when three hundred deputies and sixty peers were 
found to be in attendance. The royal family were present. 
On the entrance of the king, accompanied by the dukes of Or- 
leans, Nemours and the prince of Joinville, cries of ‘‘vive le 
roi’? burst from the peers and deputies of the centre benches. 

His majesty addressed the peers and deputies, as follows: 

The repose of France has not been troubled since your last 
session. It is in possession of the blessings of order and peace. 
Every where the eiforts of industry and labor obtain their re- 
compense. The people, employed and tranquil, count upon 
the stability of our institutions, upon my fidelity in preserving 
them, aud the public security as the guaranty of the national 
prosperity. 

It is in guarantying all rights—in protecting all interests; it is 
by the equity and moderation of our policy, that we have ob- 
tained these happy results. 

To assure the duration of these, we shall persevere with en- 
ergy and patience in the same system. An assiduous vigilance 
is still necessary; insensate passions and culpable intrigues en- 
deavor to shake the social order. 

We will oppose to them your legal concurrence, the firmness 
of the magistracy, the activity of the administration, the cour- 
age and patriotism of the national guard, the wisdom of the na- 
tion—enlightened to the danger of the illusions which they 
would propagate, who attack liberty while pretending to defend 
it, and we will assure the triumph of constitutional order, and 
our progress in civilization. 

It is thus, gentlemen, that we will finally place a limit to re- 
volutions, and we will accomplish the desires of France. 1 
thank her for the support she has lent to me. I thank ber for 
the testimonies of confidence and affection with which she has 
surrounded me. [ have received them with emotion in those 
departinents which I have been able to visit, and I return 
thanks to Providence for the blessings which our country alrea- 
dy enjoys, and for those which the future promises. 

You will second me also, gentlemen, in my efforts to protect 
the increase of the national wealth, in opening to our com- 
merce and to our industry, new sources Of prosperity, and in 
spreading ease with labor through all classes of the population. 

I hope that new legislation upon the tariff, in attesting the 
progress of eur industry, will render the protection which is 
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due to it, in accord with the privciples of wise freedom, which 
enlightened governments are disposed to admit. 

Popular education has reveivce, by the favor of your concur- 
rence, a salutary impuise. 

Laws of finance, and those which the execution of treaties de- 
mend, will be promptly laid before you. The public revenue 
improves, and every thing indicates that it will continue to fol- 
low the ascending progress of our prusperity. 

Different projects of law, of which some have been already 
presented to you, will be also submitted for your deliberation. 
I have reason to hope that the promises of the charter will be 
fulfilled in the course of your session. 

I ain happy to announce to you that our relations with all the 
powers, and the assurances which [ receive of their disposi- 
tions, leave no donbt of the maintenance of the general peace. 

The peninsula has been the theatre of important events. 

Since the government of the queen, Maria 2d, has been es- 
tablished at Lisbon, L have renewed our diplomatic relations 
with Portugal. 

In Spain, the death of Ferdinand the seventh has called the 
princess his daughter to the throne. I[ hastened to recognize 
the queen Isabella the second, hoping that this prompt recogni- 
tion, and the relations it established between my government 
and thatof the queen regent, would preserve Spain from the 
ravages which menaced it. Already tranquillity reappears in 
the provinces where the rebellion broke out. A corps ofthe 
army, formed by my order, protects our frontiers under any 
result. 

Always intimately connected with Great Britain, we have 
reason to anticipate that the difficulties which yet retard the 
conclusion of a definitive treaty between the king of the Bel- 
gians and the king of the Netherlands, can compromise neither 
the great interests of Belgium, nor tie tranquillity of Europe. 
Switzerland was momentarily troubled with dissentions, which 
the wise firmness of its government soon appeased. I hasten- 
ed to render those services to it, which it might expect of a 
faithful and disinterested ally. 

The Ottoman empire has been attended by great perils. It 
was my Office to press a pacification which was required, both 
by the interest of France and the stability of the European sys- 
tem. I shall continue my effoits to ensure those objects. The 
events of which [ have spoken, and in particular the situation 
of the peninsula imposes on us the duty of maintaining the 
army upon the footing. whic) the safety of the state requires. 

Gentiemen, let us finish our work; let order, powerful and 
respectful, be henceforth preserved from every attack; let an 
official protection of the mational interests dissipate the last 
hopes of faction, and Frarce, happy and free, under the guar- 
dian shelter of the government, which she founded will pursue, 
at last, without obstacles, the course of her prosperity. 

This is my dearest wilt. You willaid me in ensuring its en- 
tire accomplishment. 

Great excitement prevailed on the first opening of the cham- 
bers, in consequence of areport that it had been, on the pre- 
vious night, determined at a meeting of the Societe des Droits de 
lv’ Homme, resolved that one of the deputies should rise and de- 
clare that Louis [hillippe having, like Charles X. violated his 
oath, had released every Frenchman from his allegiance. The 
member intended the honor declined it, and the alarm some- 
what subsided. The chambers were at first oceupicd by a con- 
siderable number of soldiers. 

SPAIN. 

A letter from Madrid of the 13th December, represents that 
tranquillity is far from being restored; that the ministers are di- 
vided among themselves, each having a policy of his own; that 
the spirit of rebellion was rapidly spreading in every direction; 
that dizturbances at Aranjuez bad become so serious as to war- 
rant the appointment of a governor with unlimited powers to 
estahlish courts martial, as in a state of siege; that desertions 
were taking place from the queen’s army in favor of Don Car- 
los; that the priests were busily at work in favor of his cause, 
and that all the public roads were infested by Carlist bands of 
robbers, who had rendered travelling altogether unsafe. 

Don Carlos fled from Miranda on the approach of general 
Rodil, accompanied by only four of his suite. On general Ro- 
dil’s reaching Miranda the gates were thrown open, and the go- 


vernor received him as a friend, surrendering the town to him 
on his own conditions. 





PORTUGAL. 

The Estrella, a Spanish journal contains an account of a bat- 
tle having taken place near Santarem, between the armies of 
Don Pedro and his brother Miguel; the two brothers command- 
ing their respective armies in person, the latter is said to have 
been wounded. 

OB Bteree 


TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 

February 14. Many reports, petitions, &c. were presented 
this day—which have no present interest, and will sufficiently 
appear hereafter. 

Mr. Wright presented the petition of a number of mechanics 
and artisans of the city of New York, (2,900 or 3,000), in favor 


of the restoration of the public deposites to the bank of the U. 
States. 


Mr. Mc Kean presented— 
The proceedings of a meeting of democratic citizens of the 
third congressional district, opposed to the United States bank 














and the restoration of the deposites, 
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The proceedings of a meeting of democratic citizens of the 
city of Philadelphia, opposed to the restoration of the public 
deposites, and against rechartering the bank of the U. States. 

The proceedings of a greatineeting of the citizens of Spring 
Garden, in the county of Philadelphia, complaining of great dis- 
tress, which they attribute to the removal of the public deposites 
and pray congress to adopt measures for their relief. 3 

The proceedings of a very numerous meeting of the citizens, 
of the Northern Liberties, in the county of Piiladelphia re- 
garding the national legislature, and not the executive, as the 
constitutional guardian of the public treasury, held at the com- 
missioners’ hall, on the 0th of January. 

Memorial of upwards of one hundred citizens of Schuylkill 
county, in the state of Pennsylvania, opposed to the United 
States bank, and against the restoration of the deposites. 

Memorial of more than one hundred citizens of the borough 
of Tamaqua, in the county of Schuytkill, Pennsylvania, in fa- 
vor of a restoration of the deposites, and the recharter of the 
United States bank. 

The memorial of eleven hundred citizens of the district of 
Southwark, and township of Moyamensing, part of the first con- 
gressional district of Peunsylvanin,* deprecating the late re- 
moval of the public deposites from the bank of the United States, 
and praying for their restoration; and a memorial of a sitnilar 
tenure to that presented the other day, of more than ten thou- 
sand citizens of Philadelphia, containing upwards of --—— 
hundred additional signatures of citizens of that vicinity, pray 
ing for the restoration of the public deposites. 

On motion of Mr. Mangum, the senate resumed the conside- 
ration of the motion to print and refer the resolutions adopted 
ata meeting in North Cajolina, which he presented to the se- 
nate on Tuesday. 

The debate was continued, by Mr. Forsyth and Mr. Web 
ster. The former remonstrated against a practice that had 
crept into the proceedings of the senate, on the introduction 
of petitions—he had more reliance on the ballot box. ‘The 
petitions would only shew the voice of the minority, &c.— 
The latter vindicated the right of petition, and thought the 
course that had been pursued wasa proper one. ‘*Let the peo- 
ple apeak,’? said Mr. Webster, ‘and let us hear them speak.”’ 
“Throw open the doors wide to all petitions.”?> Mr. W. then 
proeeeded to speak of the present state of the bank of the U. 
States, and to compare it with that of the bank of England on 
the Ist December last. We shail present the figures, in round 
numbers as useful to all parties. 

Bank of the United States, Ist February, 1834— 


Discounts, . ° : : . $55,000,000 
Circulation, : ‘ ° ° ° 19,000,090 
Deposites, . ° 10,000,000 


Specie, , : . . . 10,500,000 

The amount, then, for which the bank is liable at any time to 
be called on, is twenty-nine millions, being the amount of its 
bills in circulation and of the deposites in the bank. 

To meet this demand, it holds ten and a half millions of specie; 
that is to say, it has an amount of cash in its vaults a litle more 
than equal to one-third of its existing liabilities. 

[tis very possible that, under other circumstances, some en- 


largement of the circulation might be made en this amount of 


specie, though he had understooe that the bank of England did 
not feel justified in going far beyond this proportion. 
The bank of Engiand, said Mr. W. is on the most friendly 


terms with government; it has recently received a renewal of 


ita charter; its notes are payable in one place only, and they are 


made, moreover, by statute, a lawful tender in the payment of 


all debts, except by the bank itself. Yet, under all these fa- 
vorable circumstances, it appears from the evidence taken in 
the house of commons, to be a general rule, with the bank to 
keep on hand, bullion to the amount of one third of the circu- 
lation and deposites. Thus, on the Ist December last, the lia- 
bilities of the bank of England were— 





Notes in circulation, . ; , ° 18,652,900 
Deposites, ‘ ° ° . , 12,415,000 
Total, £ 31,074,000 

And the assets, or ineans of payment, were— 
Securities, . , . ‘ ° ° 23,160,000 
Bullion, ; ‘ ‘ ° , 10,134,000 
Total, £ 33,294,000 


This shows, as I have stated, that the specie on hand is equal 
to about one-third of all the liabilities of the bank.t 





*This is probably the same petition which being presented by 
Me. Sutherland, in the house on the 10th inst. was said to have 
the names of 10 or 11,000 persons attached. The error in the 
figures was not ours. ; Ep. Ree. 

¢On these statements, the ‘Baltimore Gazette”? has the fol- 
lowing remarks, which we adopt in lieu of some of our own 
that we had prepared for this occasion. Ep. Ree. 

This information respecting the bank of England is derived 
from one of the recent statements of the condition of that bank, 
which its new charter requires it to make periodically. 

But there are peculiar circumstances to be taken into consi- 
deration with regard to the bank of the United States, which 
require it, particularly at the present time, to be better provid 
ed with specie than the bank of England, although, actually, 
this is not the case. It has, says Mr. Webster, twenty-four 


branches spreading oveys a vast country, some of them nearly 








ae 


After some other remarks Mr. Webster said—the great consi- 
deration remains yet to be mentioned. The debt due to the 
bank is fifty-five millions of dollars, and its charter will expire 
in two years and twenty days. Now, sir, would it be at all 
prudent to run up these fifty-five millions to seventy-five, or to 
make any other considerable advance on the existing amount 
of discount, considering how soon all is to be called in? Indeed 
is it not high time to commence the process of collection and 
reduction? Could any thing, but the unexampled condition of 
the country, justify the bank in holding its amount of loans as 
high as it now is? Is the collection of fifty-five millions a thing 
which can be done suddenly? 

Mr. W. concluded by saying—The present is a moment of 
spasm and agony. The whole social and political system is 
violently convulsed. This, ifno relief come, must be succeed- 
ed by a lethargy, which will strike dead the commerce, manu- 
factures and labors of the community. This, 1 think, sir, is the 
real prospect before us. 

The discussion was further continued by Mr. Forsyth, Mr. 
Cluy, Mr. Brown, Mr. Wright, Mr. Preston, until after 4 o’clock, 
without coming to a conclusion.* 

Mr. Wilkins gave notice that he should, on Monday, at one 
o’clock, call for the special order. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, it was ordered, that when the senate 
+ lr it adjourn to meet on Monday. The senate then ad- 
journed. 

February 17. Mr. Bell presented the petition of a number of 
the citizens of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, on the subject of 
the pecuniary embarrassments and distress prevailing in that 
section of the union, which the memorialists attribute to the 
removal of the public deposites from the bank of the United 
States, and praying that they may be restored to that institu- 
tion, Or that congress would make such other legislative previ- 
sions for the relief of the country, as its wisdom might devise. 
Mr. B. said, that, while up, it might be proper for him to ob- 
serve, that the signers of this memorial were men of integrity, 
character and respectability—merchants, ship owners and men 
of business, whose names carried as much weight as those of 
any body of men in the country. 

Mr. Hill read a letter, which, he said, would show that the 
signers of the petition were debtors of the bank, and that there 
was not a single friend of the administration on the list. He 
also went into a view of the condition of the parties in the state, 
and what had been done iu the state conventions on the subject 
of elections. 

Mr. Bell observed that it would be inexcusable in him to rise 
for the single purpose of replying to the remarks that had just 
been made. Had they come from any other quarter, he should 
have been surprised to hear the subject of the politics and elec- 
tions in New Hampshire adverted to on that floor, and he 
thought the time of the senate would be badly employed in lis- 
tening to any reply he could make, even if he thought proper to 
make one. It was, however, necessary for him to reply to the 
observations made with regard to the characters of the memo- 
rialists, and he should take the present opportunity of doing so 
in but a very few words. He well knew most of the signers of 
the memorial, and there were gentlemen on this floor equally 
well acquainted with them, and he could safely aver, that in 
character, intelligence and respectability, they were equal to 
any in the country; they were the principal merchants, ship 
owners and men of business of their place of residence. In the 
memorial were to be found the names of the presidents, cashiers 
and directors of all the banks of Portsmouth, exclusive of those 
of the branch of the United States bank and the deposite bank. 
It was true that the signers of the memorial were not very nu- 
merous; but it was also true that it was not the business of 
those who obtained the signatures, to get the names of men 
who could have no weight here. They did not go to pot houses 
to get signatures, but went to men of business, of intelligence 
and respectability. 

Mr. Knight presented a memorial from the city of Providence, 
signed by more than one thousand of the active business men 
of the community, (some of whom he said were able friends of 
the present chief magistrate), and of the highest respectability, 
praying fora restoration of the deposites, &c. 

Mr. Clayton, from the committee on the judiciary, to which 
had been referred the message of the president of the United 
States of the 3d inst. in relation to the pension funds of the 
United States, and the bank of the United States, made a report 
thereon: and moved that it be printed for the use of the senate. 





two thousand miles apart, and although not bound to do so by 
law, it has been in the habit of receiving at one branch the bills 
of other branclies as cash. Under ordinary circumstances, this 
was practicable without great inconvenience; but in the altered 
state of things greater caution is evidently necessary. These 
twenty-four branches are hike so many fortresses, all of which 
must be doubly manned, now that all are threatened and some 
actually attacked. There are also in circulation five or six 
millions of bank checks or draughts, all payable on demand, 
and intimations are daily thrown out that orders will be isened 
from the treasury forbidding the receipt of these draughts or 
checks at the custom houses and land offices, in whieh case 
they will, in all probability, be thrown in upon the bank to be 
redeemed in specie. 

*We have heard this discussion spoken of by excellent judges 
who heard it, as one of thrilling interest—especially the speech 
of Mr. Preston. 
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A few remarks were made on ordering the printing of an ex- 
tra number of copies—and the motion was faid on the table, 
because there seemed a disposition to discuss it, that Mr. Wii 
kins might proceed with his speech (commenced several days 
ago) on the report of the secretary of the treasury concerning 
the removal of the deposites. Mr. W. then rose, and resumed 
his remarks; but before he had concluded, the senate adjourned. 

February 18. Mr. Hendricks obtained leave and introduced a 
bill to improve the navigation of the river Wabash, which was 
twice read and referred to the committee on roads and canals. 

Mr. Tyler rose and presented a memorial from the city of 
Richmond, signed by nearly nine hundred of the citizens, and 
certain resolutions adopted by the people of Franklin county, in 
the state of Virginia. In regard to the memorial, he would say, 
that it would be borne in mind by the senate, that he liad rare- 
ly, very rarely, been called upon, since he had been a member 
of the senate, to perform a duty similar to that which he was 
then in the act of performing. The people of the state which 
he represented, in part, on this floor, were content, under ordi- 
nary circumstances, to leave the expression of their sentiments 
to be made by those who represented them and their interests 
in this house and the other; and their departure from that course, 
on the present occasion, bore to senators the strongest pos- 
sible evidence of the deep agitation of the public mind. The 
meinorial was signed by persons of all employments and pur- 
suits, and presented an array of names whieh wonld compare, 
for intelligence and the attributes of high moral character, with 
any similar number from any city or town in the union. They 
remonstrate against the late proceedings of the president and 
secretary of the treasury, as involving high assumptions of pow- 
er. Whilst Mr. T. concurred with the memorialista, most fully 
in their views, he should abstain from going into their conside 
ration now, as he proposed, should his health permit, and the 
senate so please, to express his opinions more at large upon 
them after the honorable senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. Wil- 
kins) should finish the speech which he had commenced. 

For his part, he believed that the president had invaded 
the legislative functions in a vital point—that he had grasped 
the purse; and he was happy to find that he was that morning 
sustained by the memorial from Richmond, and the resolutions 
from Franklin. Lowland and highland seemed to be united. 
The voice from the first had been reverberated by the last, and 
he trusted that the sound of that reverberation would not cease 
until the whole country should be roused into a knowledge of 
the great principles at issue. 

He concluded by moving that the memorial and resolutions 
be read, printed and referred to the committee on finance; 
which was accordingly done. 

Mr. Bibb then rose and presented certain resolutions passed 
by one branch of the legislature of Kentucky, disapproving the 
removal of the deposites. Believing the state legislatures to be 
the conatitutional organs of the states, and the constitutional 
defenders of state rights, he was happy to receive expressions 
of opinion, in great public exigencies, from those bodies. He 
moved that the resolutions be read, printed and referred to the 
committee on finance, which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Mangum, the senate took up the motion to 
print 6,000 copies of the report of the committee on the judi- 
ciary, made yesterday, on the message of the president of the 
United States, relative to the agency of the bank of the United 
States for the payment of pensions. 

Mr. Cathoun called for the reading of the report, and it was 
read according'y; the reading occupied an hour and five mi- 
nutes. 

The reading having been concluded— 

Mr. Morris moved that the same number of copies of the pre- 
sident’s message, and the opinion of the attorney general on the 
subject, be also appended to the report. 

Which motion being agreed to by Messrs. Webster and Bibb, 
the motion and amendment was adopted, nemine dissentiente. 

At 2 o’clock the senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
Fpecial order, being the removal of the deposites—when Mr. 
Wilkins resumed his observations in defence of the removal, 
and continued until 20 minutes past 3 o’clock without conclud- 
ing. And the senate adjourned. 

February 19. Many petitions on miscellaneous subjects were 
presented this day; and Mr. TJ'allmadge presented— 

The proceedings of a great meeting in the Park, in the eity of 
New York, against the removal of the deposites, aud in favor 
of their restoration. 

The proceedings at another meeting in the same place, ad- 
verse in their character to the proceedings jnst presented. 

A petition from the democratic citizens of New York, assem- 
bled at Tammany [all, recommending that the deposites should 
not be restored to the United States bank, and that the bank 
should not be rechartered. 

Mr. McKean; on presenting the proceedings of two public 
meetings in Pennsvivania, of opposite sentiments, in reference 
to the removal of the deposites, regretted to say, that, as he be- 
lieved, both contained some unguarded expressions which he 
wished had been omitted; and desired that they might be over- 
looked as being peculiar to the present state of excitement, &c. 
Mr. King, of Ala. expressed his reluctance to say any thing in 
opposition to the reception of memorials from the people, if 
couched in decent and respectful language, but thought that 
papers of the character stated ought not to be received. After 
some further remarks from Mr. McKean—Mr. King moved that 
the petitions should not be received, and Mr. Calhoun seconded 
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the motion. A considerable debate followed, between Messrs. 
Forsyth, Sprague, Mangum, King, Bibb and Poindezter, im which 
rather a difference o! ypinion than a difference of principle was 
shown. Each party agreed upon the importance of the right of 
petition, and that petitions should be drawn up in decent lan- 
guage, &c. but it was a delicate and difficult thing to define the 
words that ought to be used, &c. The petitions were laid on 
the table. 

Mr. Wilkins now rose and concluded his speech in support of 
the reasons assigned by the secretary of the treasury for remov- 
ing the deposites. 

Mr. Tyler moved that the senate should adjourn, intending to 
follow Mr. Wilkins; but at the suggestion of Mr. Clay, the sub- 
ject was postponed until Monday next. After some other pro- 
ceedings, the senate adjourned. 

February 20. ‘Yie journal having been read— 

Mr. Chambers, of Maryland, rose, and said he had been ap- 
prised that the honse ot representatives had just adjourned for 
the purpose of attending the funeral of the late Mr. Wirt; and 
as many of the senators not only felt it an imperative duty to 
join in paying the last tribute of respect to the distinguished in- 
dividual referred to, but were impelled to do so by a deep sense 
of feeling, the senate would not probably be full enough to at- 
tend to business. He was not aware that it would be necessa- 
ry for him to make any inmotion for the postponement of the re- 
solutions or proceedings that might be expected vo come up; 
and he would therefore, simply content himself with a motion 
to adjourn. Whereupon, the senate adjourned. 








ROUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Feb. 14, The journal having been read— 

Mr. Wise, of Virginia, rose and addressed the house as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the indulgence of this house, at its first 
meeting since the melancholy occasion of the funeral of my la- 
mented colleague, (judge Bouldin), whilst L discharge a deli- 
cate and solemn duty to his memory and to myself. His death, 
so sudden, and s0 shocking to all, was peculiarly distressing to 
me. {thappencd ata moment when he was r.hout to reply to 
what he termed my “rebuke”? to him. I hope it is not impro- 
per for me now to state to members, his family and friends, and 
my own, that there was not the slightest emotion of unkind 
feeling betweeu us at the time he expired. Sir, when [had the 
honor of addressing this house, but the other day, on the mo- 
mentons question which so excited his ardent mind, and which 
still agitates this nation, as a father to a young colleague, he 
sat by my side, and gave me the cheering encouragement of hia 
countenance and his smile. When [ alluded to the fact that 
the death of bis illustrious predecessor had not been announced 
to this house, | bowed to his venerable person, and disavowed 
the intension to “‘vebuke”’ him who filled the seat of Mr. Ran- 
dolph with honor to himself, and usefulness to the country. 
But the day before be was cut down in the midst of his useful- 
ness, we metin this hall, and had a free and friendly conversa- 
tion, Which left nothing, on either side, unexplained. And I 
am Confident that, ifle had been spared but a few words more, 
he would have left no room for misunderstanding the relations 
iu Which we stood to each other. My object in making the al- 
lusion which [ did to the death of Mr. Randolph was solely 
what [ professed at the time, sincerely disclaiming any person- 
al reflection upon my colleague; who, I never doubted, had 
good and sufficient reasons for failing to perform what seemed 
to be bis appropriate duty. These reasons have since been 
made public. He said he would announce them fully when he 
came to speak on the deposite question. Alas! little did he an- 
ticipate that death would seal his lips, and bury him too in si- 
lence before he should finish what he meant to have said on 
the death of his predecessor! I have the consolation to know 
that he died with a full knowledge that I intended no wound to 
his feelings, and no reproach to his conduct. And it becomes 
me to pay my humble tribute to his memory, when dead, as I 
paid him the homage of my respect, and confidence, and admi- 
ration. when living. [ became acquainted with him late in the 
session, and from that time, until the moment he expired in 
the public service on this floor—a glorious death it was—'[ have 
the proud satisfaction of believing that I daily increased in his 
good will, whilst I know he grew in my affections and in my 
estimation, as a noble, generous and warm-hearted friend, an 
able and honest and useful man, and a bold and true patriot, 
who “had done the state some service.’? He is gone! lamented 
by none here more than by one who is comparatively a strang- 
er to all his merits, his high worth and exalted virtues; and 
whose fervent prayer to heaven now is, that his departed spirit 
is reposing in peace in the bosom of his God! 

Several resolutions, previously offered, were taken up and 
agreed to. 

The following resolution, offered some time since, by Mr, 
Lewis, of Alabama, came up for consideration: — ' 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs be instructed 
to inquire whether the provisions of the treaty of March, 1832, 
with the Creek tribe of Indians in the state of Alabama, be in- 
consistent with the sovereign right of jurisdiction of said state 
within its limits, and whether the execution of said treaty has 
so far conflicted, or 1s likely to conflict, with the operation of 
the laws of the said state over the country ceded by such trea- 
ty, and, if so, to inquire whether some act of legislation, con- 
sistent with the rights of said Indians, may not be necessary to 





prevent such conflict. 
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Mr. McKinley, of Alabama, observed, that he understood the 
whole controversy to which the resolution bad reference, had 
been settled; and not seeing any useful purpose that could be 
apswered by its adoption, he moved to Hy it on the table. 

Mr. Lewis did not think that the controversy was settled. 
#le could view the removal of the settleis by military force as 
no less than a question of peace or war, and he was not dispos- 
ed to trust to she discretion or moderation of the president or 
any of his subordinate officers. He hoped that the resolution 
would be referred. 

Mr. McKinley replied, and renewed his motion, the question 
was taken by yeas and nays, and it was decided 107 to 88, to 
day the resolution on the table. 

The remainder of the sitting was given up to the considera- 
zion of private or local bills, and many were passed, and order- 
ed to a third reading to morrow. 

Saturday, Feb. 15. Many local or private. bills were attend- 
ed to this day, and passed, &c. but the house adjourned with- 
out taking up the order of the day, or the appropriation bills. 
An animated debate took place between Mr. Gtimer, of Geo. 
and Mr. Clay, of Ala. and others, on a resolution offered some 
time ago by Mr. G. asking for information concerning the death 
of col. Hardeman Owens, in Alabaina, “‘by a party of the regu- 
lar soldiers of the United States,”? &c. Mr. G. made some 
warm comments in reprobation of that proceeding. Mr. Clay 
opposed the resolution as being useless in itself, and indeco- 
rous in its terms—for it called on the secretary of war to say 
whether Owens “had been killed by his order???) Mr. Lewis, of 
Ala. strongly protested against this attempt to “stifle inquiry.” 
Mr. Beardsley wished to modify the resolution—but the hour 


had expired, and the house refused to suspend the rule—and so 
the subject was laid over. 


Monday, Feb.17. Mr. Adams, of Mass. reminded the honse 
that he had given notice that he would this day renew his at- 
tempt to have the memorial from the city of N. York, in favor of 
a warehousing system, referred to the committee on manufue- 
tures. Mr. A. had since received a copy of the memorial, and 
he proceeded to review its contents. The general object of the 
auemorial, was to change the law of 1832. ‘I'he law had been 
sometimes termed a compromise. It had not been expected 
shat the subject of the tariff would be tonched at the present 
session, nor was he disposed to bring it before the house. Mr. 
A. then moved a reconsideration of the vote by which the me- 
morial had been referred to the committee of ways and means. 


Fhe motion was opposed at some length by Mr. Cambreleng; 
and Mr. Huntington, Mr. Selden and Mr. Adams wade some re- 
greg on the subject. The house refused to reconsider, 123 
to 34. 

Mr. Harper, of New Hampshire, presented a memorial from 
Portsmouth, N. H. praying for the restoration of the deposites 
to the bank of the United States, upon which he made some 
remarks, 

Mr. Burges presented a memorial from citizens of Providence, 
Rhode Island, praying for the restoration of the deposiies to 
the bank of the United States. It was signed by 1,055 memo- 
rialists. Mr. B. dweit upon the high character and standing of 
these petitioners, some of whom were among the leading ad- 
vocates of the administration. Among these he particularized 
the character of Mr. Ives and Mz. Bullock; he adverted to the 
soundness of the bank cirenlation in Rhode Island. Amonga 
population of less than 160,000, there was a banking capital of 
more than $7,000,000; and the bank notes issued upon that ca- 
pital were less than 83 for one. Notwithstanding this, the 
banks by the pressure of the times were reduced to a stand. 
What, then, he argued, must be the condition of those whose cir- 
culation was twenty times their capital. Mr. B. expatiated with 
enthusiasm on the industry, enterprize, integrity and intelli- 
gence which prevailed among the people of his state; their sue- 
cess in manufactures, and the proofof that success in the fact 
that the British manufacturers had been induced to imitate their 
fabrics and counterfeit their marks. 


Yet all this prosperity had now passed away, an. could not 
be restored, but by a restoration of amicable relations between 
the government and the bank, and the return of the public de- 
posites to its vaults. He called for the reading of the memorial, 
and then moved that it be printed and referred to the “‘eternal 
committee of ways and means.”’ 


Mr. Pearce presented a memorial from certain citizens of 
Newport, of a tendency directly counter to that which had 
been presented by his colleague. He went on to state that it 
had been adopted after a full consideration of the whole case, 
and expressed the deliberate judgment of the memorialists in 
favor of the course pursued by the administration. Mr. P. made 
a number of statements in relation to the manner in which the 
memorial presented by his colleague had been got up, and sig- 
natures to it obtained. He replied to the remarks of Mr. Bur- 
ges, as to the political opinions of Messrs. Ives and Bullock, 
one of whom was his own correspondent, the other a family 
connection, and both of whom were opposed to Mr. B’s elect- 
tion. One of them though a signer of that memorial had, as a 
Ajrector of the Providence bank, applied for a share of the de- 

sites, and the other was largely interested in the stock of the 

nited States bank. 

Mr. Burges rejoined, and Mr. Pearce again replied. As these 
#peeches related chiefly to matters of a local and personal kind, 


we omit, (for the present at least), any further report of what 
passed. 
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Mr. Foot presented a resolution, passed ananimously by the 
board of directors of the Connecticut river banking company, 
and also a petition signed by merchants, mechanics and manu- 
facturers, of the city of Hartford, on the subject of the present 
derangement of all commercial business, and of the currency, 
which has caused such gencral and deep distress in the country. 

Mr. Foot stated the petition was signed by more than 300 in- 
telligent, active, business men, engaged in the several oceupa- 
tions Which are deeply affected by every derangement of the 
currency of the country, and every fluctuation in the market— 
men Of experience and observation, not mere theorists. Men 
who knew their interest, and are engaged in the peaceful pur- 
suit of those interests; who feel their distress and believe it to 
have been bronght upon them by the acts of their public agents, 
and who in the exercise of their right, secured by the consitu- 
tion, had petitioned congress for the redress of their grievances. 

Mr. Cambreleng presented the memorial of a large meeting of 
democratic republicans, held at Tammany Hall, approving the 
course of the administration im the removal of the deposites, 
and praying that they may not be restored. 

Which, on motion of Mr. White, of N. Y. was read and re- 
ferred to the committee of ways and meana. 

Mr. Cambreleng also presented a memorial of a contrary te- 
nor, adopted at a numerous meeting held in the Park, in the 
city of New York—read and referred. 

Mr. King, of Penn. presented two memorials one for and the 


other against the restoration of the deposites, read and referred 
to the same committee, 


Mr. Harper, of Penn. presented the memorials of the cord- 
wainers and shoe dealers of the city of Philadelphia, praying for 
the restoration of the deposites, and for a recharter of the bank 
of the United States. The signers he said were abont equally 
divided between the friends and opponents of the administra- 
tion; but in relation to the subject of the memorial there existed 
no difference of Opinion among them. ‘They had from 2,500 to 
3,000 hands in their employ whom they bad not yet discharged, 
having borrowed money at an extravagant mmterest rather than 
do so, but they could not much longer endure the existing pres- 
sure, and, however reluctant, would be compelled to dismiss 
these persons from their employ. The sufferings of the memo- 
rialists were unparalleled, and were rendered the more afflict- 
ing as having proceeded from the act of theirown government. 
They demanded a redress of their grievances, and he hoped 
that their appeal would not fall upon ears that would not 
hear, Or hearts thst could not feel. Ifthe presentsystem should 
be persevered in, it must lead to a scene of distress, and he 
would add, of confusion, which had no parallel. These work- 
men inust all be turned out of employ. Their wives and chil- 
dren would cry to them for bread, and every man, must know 
that persons in such a situation has no ears to which reason 
could be addressed. It was the duty of the house to anticipate 
sucha state of things, and to take measures to prevent it. 

The effects must ultimately reach every village and hamlet, 
and go down to every farm house and cottage in the land. They 
fall with oppressive force upon the hard working portion of the 
community. Mr. H. said, that he bad been himself a working 
man. He knew how hard it was forsuch men torise. He 
knew well, how dear their earnings were, and how mortifying 
it must be to them all, stript from their possession, and thrown 
into the hands ofthe rich. Yet, the present course of the govern- 
ment must produce that effect, as naturally, and as certainly, as 
the sun gave forth its light or heat. ‘The memorialists prayed 
that the deposites might be restored, and the bank recharted. 
He concurred with them in this petition. His own sentiments 
were, indeed, opposed to the entire system of banking. He be- 
lieved its tendency to be injurious to the morals of the commnu- 
nity. But, ifthe country must have a system of banking, was 
it not better to have a sound currency, redeemable at pleasure, 
in gold and silver, than a heap of rotten paper, based on a capi- 
tal of less than one dollar for twenty. 


This whole measure of the government professed to be an 
experiment; and he deprecated in strong terms, that policy 
which put the entire currency of the country, all the exhanges, 
the whole business, the total prosperity of this great communi- 
ty, on the result of an experiment. Enlightened statesmen had 
ever considered it as the acme of political wisdom to preserve 
a steady and uniform currency, whose real correspond with its 
apparent value. But ours, forsooth, wiser than all that went 
before them, must make an experiment whose sad result fell 
in ruin upon the worthy and laborious of the community. 


Mr. Il. referred to the stagnation of business in Philadelphia. 
It was usual at this season to have contracts for the building of 
from 1,200 to 1,500 houses;* but he was credibly assured that 
but a single contract was yet known to have been entered into 
in Philadelphia. Why would not gentlemen Jook at this state 
of facts? Why would they shut their ears, and refuse to listen 
in time to the remonstrances of the people? 


Under these circumstances, the people came to the doors of 
congress and asked relief. He hoped they would not ask in 
vain. 

The memorial was referred to the committee of ways and 
means, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Galbraith, of Pa. presented two memorials of opposite 


characters, on the subject of the deposites, which were refer- 
red as above. 





*See page 494. 
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Mr. Sutherland presented certain resolutions passed by what 
was claimed to be ‘‘a glorious and triumphant meeting” of the 
jnbabitants of Southwark and Moyamensing, praying for the res- 
toration of the deposites. Mr. 8. said that he owed it to the 
house and to himself to say that this memorial proceeded from 
inhabitants of the same district with the eleven hundred whose 
memorial he had lately presented on the opposite side of the 
question. He moved that the memorial be printed and referred 
as the others had been. 

Mr. Mann, of New York, objected to the printing. He said, 
that if he was not mistaken, that memorial contained language 
disrespectful to the government, and improper to be tolerated. 

Mr. Sutherland stated that the paper was nota meworial, but 
contained the resolutions adopted at the meeting referred to. 

Mr. Mann continued. Be they memorials, or be they resolu- 
tions, it Was not material, so long as they contained expres- 
sions derogatory to one department of the government. Mr. 
M. did not deny the right of petition, but he did deny the right 
of any persous to address the bouse in terms derogatory to the 
character of the government. Some of the expressions con- 
tained in the memorial were extremely objectionable. He 
could not remember the exact expressions, but from hearing 
it read at the clerk’s table, he believed that the mewmorialists 
declared that the conduct of the executive in removing the de- 
posites was tvrannical, derogatory and exceptionable. He then 
called for the reading of the second resolution, and it was read 
accordingly. 

Mr. Sutierland suid that he had no doubt that many of the 
papers which had been presented to the house on this subject, 
if nicely weighed in golden seales, would be found to be not 
altogether correct; but these resolutions had now been present- 
ed, and he should be very sorry if they were not printed. He 
was, it was true, opposed to the object of the memorialists, but 
they had a right to be heard, and he hoped that the gentleman 
would not object to the memorial being published. 

The chair inquired of Mr. Mann whether he persevered in his 
objection to the printing? 

Mr. Mann withdrew his objection. 

Mr. Watmough said that he could point out the words to 
which he presumed the gentleman objected. 

The chair reminded Mr. W. thct the objection was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. Watmough replied he was sorry it had been withdrawn. 
He had been in hopes the gentleman would have held on to the 
objection, and would have called upon his friends to rally— 

Here the chatr called Mr. Wutmough to order. The objec- 
tion was withdrawn, and the question was on printing. 

Mr. Watmough said he wanted to point out the words that 
gentleman had objected to as being offensive to the govern- 
ment. 

The chair called Mr. W. to order. 

Mr. Watmough said he wanted to know what the gentleman 
meant by “the government.” 

The chair ordered Mr. W. to take his seat. 

Mr. Watmough said he wanted to know how that gentleman 
dared to insult the dignity of the house of represeutatives— 


The chair again called Mr. W. to order, and directed hii to | 


sit down. 

Mr. Watmough said that he did not complain of a personal 
offence, but he did feel, and feel deeply, that the gentleman 
had insulted the dignity of the house, and had grossly insulted 
a body of memorialists whom Mr. W. knew to be as upright, 
bonest and honorable men as the country contained. ‘This was 
the point things had come to at last. He hadlong been expect- 
ing it; and if a better opportunity was to occur for discussing 
the subject, he did not know when. He thought this was as 
good a time as any— 

The chair—you cannot discuss it now. 

Mr. Watmough—I will now read the words that the gentle- 
man could not recollect. I will supply him with the words 
which he considers so disrespectful to ‘*the government.”’ 

(Mr. W. here read some passages from the first resolution. } 

Mr. Mann said he had no intention, in the remarks he had 
made, to disturb the nerves of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia. 


that of the gentleman. He hoped that for the future that gen- 


tleman would take very little trouble, if any, on his account. 


The gentlemen was certainly very rightin selecting the expres- 
sions referred to. 


the government. 


The gentleman had been anxious to know what he meant by 
‘the government.”? By the government he meant the house of 


representatives. 


Mr. Lane said, that he should like some explanation from the 


gentleman from Pennsylvania. 


The chair pronounced it out of order, and put the question 


on printing, which was carried. 


Mr. Sutherland presented a memorial of inhabitants of Ger- 
mantown and Bristol, adopted at a meeting held without dis- 


tinction of party, pray’ or the restoration of the depo-ttes. 


He also presented :. . semorial from the cordwainers and boot 
and shoe dealers, adopted at a meeting held in Independence 


Hall. 


Mr. S. said he presented this memorial by way of answer to 


As a young member it could hardly be supposed that he 
had intended to insult the dignity of the house, and still less 


Mre.M. did think that the memorialists ought 
not to use the term “‘vindictive’’ in reference to operations of 


stagnation of business proceeded from the protracted debate and 
the inflammatory speeches in congress. There was a sort of 
military process going on. : 

The chair pronounced Mr. 8. out of order, 

Mr. 8. defended himself, and was replied to by Mr. Hi . 
Mr. Heath presented the memorial of a meeting of citizens of 
Baltimore, praying the restoration of the deposites to the bank 
of the United States. 

Mr. H. spoke in support of the views of the memorialists. 
He said he was regarded as a friend of the administration, and 
he came here to act independently. He declared that no man 
in this nation had been a more pure, sincere and disinterested 
friend of general Jackson than himself, and that he had uniform- 
ly supported his measures; but he was astonished at the indica- 
tions of subserviency which he saw around him. He could put 
on no collar, for he was no man’s man; but it was his delibe- 
rate opinion, that the executive had such an influence that 
members weuld vote, not so much as they thought, but as the 
executive wished. He would put the question whether—if the 
president were to send here a message asking a restoration of 
the deposites, his friends would not cheerfully and joyfully vote 
for their restoration? Would they not say ‘‘*yes??—“‘it is right?” 
Indeed they would: al! would: all true friends of Andrew Jack- 
son would Jeap with joy, if he would let go the purse and again 
surrender the treasury to congress! [Here the speaker called 
Mr. Heath to order, remarking ‘*that it was out of order to re- 
flect on the house.’’?] Mr. Heath replied “‘he was a new mem- 
ber in a legislative body, and did not exactly know what was in 
order, but he thought that truth ought always to be in order.?? 
The speaker presented the resolutions of eight bundred eiti- 
zens of Richmond, Virginia, in favor of the restoration of the 
public deposites to the bank of the United States. 

Mr. Patton called for the reading of the resolutions, and after 
they were read, Mr. P. said he felt it his duty to state, after 
having, in courtesy to the memorialists, asked for the reading 
of the resolutions, that he dissented almost wholly from the 
views expressed in the memorial. At another time he hoped 
to have an Opportunity to lay his views fully before the house 
on this subject. Te only wished now to say that he dissented 
from the opinion that the president had exercised an unconsti- 
tutional authority. He concurred in the opinion that the mea- 
sure of the president was unwise and ill-timed, but at the same 
time he believed that he had acted honestly, and that he had 
done that which he had a right to do, and which it was, more- 
over, his constitutional duty todo. In regard to the policy of 
restoring the deposites to the bank of the United States, he also 
dissented wholly from the memorialists. The question whether 
the bank should be rechartered, was in his opinion inseparably 
connected with the question wheiher the deposites should be 
restored. What good were we to do by restoring the deposites, 
without accompanying it with an assurance that the bank should 
be rechartered. The dismay and distress would, in a few 
months, return upon us with aggravated severity, unless the 
bank felt assured what its charter would be renewed. He saw 
no reason, for his oven part, to believe that the bank would be 
rechartered. He believed that if the question, whether the 
bank should be rechartered, or a bank should be chartered, 
were now put to this house, there would be a majority of this 
body against it. If the bank was certainly to be rechartered, he 
would, without hesitation, vote for the restoration of the depo- 
sites. 

On Mr. Patton’s motion, the resolutions were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Greham presented the resolutions adopted by a meeting 
of citizens of Bertie county, North Carolina, praying the resto- 
ration of the public deposites, and representing that the resolu- 
tions “‘were sustained with considerable ability by the hon. 
Samuel P. Carson, and adopted without a dissenting voice.’ 
Read and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Pinckney presented the resolutions of a public meeting of 
the citizens of Charleston, S. C. praying the restoration of the 
deposites. Read and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Tompkins presented the following resolutions of the house 
of representatives of the state of Kentucky, viz: 


House of representatives, Feb. 4th, 1834. 

Resolved, by the house of representatives, That the president 
of the United States, by causing to be withdrawn the public 
money from the place of safe deposite, where it had beén made 
by law, and placing it in the local banks, under his control, of 
the solvency of which the people at large know nothing, and 
into whose affairs their representatives have no right to exa- 
mine, has violated the constitution and laws of the U. States, 
that he has assumed a responsibility dangerous to liberty, and 
which tends to the concentration of all power in the hands of 
the chief magistrate of the United States. 


Resolved. That, by the frequent exercise of the veto power, 
aud that still more arbitrary and dangerous one of withholding 
bills passed by both houses of congress, thereby preventing the 
opportunity ofa reconsideration by that body in the mode pre- 
scribed in the constitution. the president has, to a great extent, 
crippled and paralyzed the legislative department of our govern- 
ment, and, in some instances, has prevented the exercise by 
congress of their essential constitutional rights. 

Resolved, That the clerk of this house transmit to each of our 
senators and representatives in congress copies of the foregoing 
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Mr. of Ky. presented the memorial of thirty-three citi- 
zens of Kentucky disapproving of the removal of the deposites: 
ordered to be printed. ; 

Mr. Lyon, of Ky. also presented the memorial of three indivi- 
duals, who professed to have discovered the means of endless life 
in this world. They pray for a grant of land. Referred to the 
commnittee on public lands. 

Mr. Sutherland presented a memorial of officers of the army, 
- -e late war with Great Britain, praying for grants of bounty 

ands. 

Mr. Cambreleng presented a memorial of inhabitants of the 
city of New York, styling themselves ‘‘a portion of the laboring 
classes’’ of that city, against banking institutions and paper mo- 
ney. 

Mr. Selden presented a memorial of sundry wrought iron hinge 
manufacturers and smiths of New York, praying a specific duty 
of three cents per pound may be levied on all wrought iron, 
house or shutter hinges of the weight of one pound or over. 

Mr. King, of Pa. presented four memorials, three in favor and 
one 0 to the recharter of the bank and to the restoration 
of the deposites. 

Mr. en presented a petition of the corporation of New 
_— praying for the improvement of the Hudson river, below 

Ibany. 

Mr. ‘eer, presented a preamble and resolutions of the legis- 
Jature of Indiana, praying certain improvement in the naviga- 
tion of the river Ohio. 

Various other memorials and petitions were presented, which 
will be hereafter noticed. The house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Feb. 18. Mr. Gorham, from the committee of ways 
and means, presented a report of the minority of that commit- 
tee on the message of the president of the United States, com- 
amunicating the refusal of the president of the United States 
bank to surrender the pension fund and books; which, on his 
motion was referred to a committee of the whole on the state 
of the union and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Gorham moved for the printing of 6,000 extra copies— 
avhich motion lies one day by rule. 

Mr. Adams, of Mass. obtained leave to offer the following; 
which lies one day: 

» That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
geport to this hoyse a statement of the facts relating to the dis- 
allowance by the ope eee officers of the treasury of a pay- 
ment made by the bank of the United States, under instruc- 
tions from the commissioner of pensions, referred to in the let- 
ter from the president of the bank of the United States to the 
secretary of war, of the 23d of January last, and copies of all 
the correspondence between the war and treasury departments 
and the bank of the United States, relating thereto. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Gilmer, calling for information 
on the subjeet of the death of Owens, in Alabama, coming up— 

Mr. Clay, who had opposed this resolution when it had been 
fast up, byt for reasons, which he assigned, withdrew his oppo- 
sition. 

Mr. Beardsley, of New York, moved the previous question. 

‘ se Hardin asked Mr. B. to withdraw his motion, but he re- 
used. 

The house refused to put the previous question by a vote of 
ayes 98, noes 104. 

Mr. Hardin then addressed the house in an animated speech. 
He was foilowed by Messrs. Mardis and Wilde. 

After they had concluded, the resolution was adopted with- 
out a dissenting voice. The resolution is as follows: 

** Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to commu- 
nicate to this house all correspondence which he may have 
had, or other information in his possession, in relation to the 
death of Hardeman Owens, a citizen of Alabama, who was 
Jately put to death by a party of regular soldiers; whether said 
Owens was put to death in pursuance of orders from the war 
department, or any Officer of the United States; and that he also 
communicate to this house any correspondence which he may 
have had, or other information in his possession, in relation to 
any obstructions thrown in tle way of tle execution of the pro- 
cess of the courts of Alabama, issued for the purpose of bring- 
ing to trial those by whom said Owens was killed, and any cor- 
respondence in relation to the removal of said prosecutions to 
the district court of the United States.’ 

The house proceeded to consider the motion of Mr. Polk, of 
‘Tennessee, to commit the report of the secretary, on the re- 
moval of the public deposites from the bank of the United 
States, to the committee of ways and means, together with the 
following instructions, moved by Mr. McDuffie, of South Caro- 
Jina: 

“To report a joint resolution providing that the public reve- 
nue, hereafter collected, be deposited in the bank of the United 
States, in conformity with the public faith pledged in the char- 
ter of said bank.”’ 

And the following instructions, moved by Mr. Jones, of 
Georgia: 











“To inquire into the expediency of depositing the revenue, 
hereafter collected, in all the state banks in the different states 
where the same is collected, in proportion to their respective | 
capital paid in, and to prescribe the terms on which the sane 
shall be deposited; and to report by bill or otherwisc.”’ 

Mr. MuAlenburg, of Pennsylvania, after some preliminary re- 
marks on the length of time consumed in the debate, on the 


sub of the deposites, on a question in its vature merely pre- 
» moved the previous question. 





| 





Mr. Chilton moved a call of the house. 

Mr. Wilde made an earnest appeal to Mr. Muhlenburg to 
withdraw his motion, but he refused. 

Mr. Burges made an appeal to the same effect, but Mr. M. 
still refused. 

The speaker then decided Mr. Chilton’s motion for a call of 
the house not to be in order, until the chair should have first 
decided whether the call for the previous question was second- 
ed by a majority of the house. 

Mr. McDuffie requested the chair to state what would be the 
effect of the previous question, and what the main question 
would be, 

The chair stated, in reply, that the previous question, if se- 
conded by the house, would cut off the instructions moved by 
the gentleman himself, (Mr. McDuffie), with the amendment 
thereto proposed by the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Jones), 
and the main question would be on a simple reference of the 
letter of the secretary of the treasury, in relation to the reimov- 
al of the deposites, to the committee of ways and means. 

Mr. Chilton now took an appeal from the decision of the 
chair on his motion for a call of the house, which was debated 
at large for two hours, and resulted in the affirmance of the 
speaker’s decision, by yeas and nays as follows: Yeas 115, 
nays 112. 

The question was then put on seconding the motion for the 
previous question, (which requires a majority,) and the vote 
stood—ayes 115, noes 109. So the previous question was se- 
conded. 

Mr. Chilton now moved a call of the house; but the motion 
was negatived. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on the main question. 

Mr. Burges now moved an adjournment, and asked the yeas 
and nays; which were taken, and resulted as follows: Yeas 84, 
nays 142. 

So the house refused to adjourn. 

The previous question was then put, as follows: ‘* Shall the 
main question be now put??? 

Mr. Chilton renewed his motion for a call of the house, but 
the chcir pronounced it out of order. 

The question was then taken, and decided as foliows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, Beale, Bean, 
Beardsley, Beaumont, Jno. Bell, Jas. Blair, John Blair, Bockee, 
Bodle, Boon, Brown, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Car- 
michael, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Sam}. Clark, Clay, Coffee, Con- 
nor, Cramer, Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, Dunlap, Forester, 
Fowler, W. K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gillett, Jos. Hall, T. H. Hall, 
Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, Hath- 
away, Hawkins, Hawes, Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel 
Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Richard M.Johnson, Noadiah John- 
son, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, 
Lansing, Laporte, Lawrence, Luke Lea, Leavitt, Lucas, Lyon, 
Lytle, A. Mann, J. K. Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, McCarty, 
McIntire, McKay, McKim, McKinley, McLene, MeVean, Mil- 
ler, Henry Mitchell, Robert Mitchell, Muhlenburg, Murphy, Os- 
good, Page, Parks, Parker, Patterson, D. J. Pearce, Peyton, 
Iranklin Pierce, Pierson, Polk, Pope, Schenck, Schley, Shian, 
Chas. Slade, Smith, Speight, Standefer, Stoddert, Sutherland, 
Wm. Taylor, Francis Thomas, J. Thomson, Turner, ‘Turrill, 
Vanderpoel, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, 
Webster, Whallon, C. P. White—116. 

NAYS—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, H. Allen, J.J. Allen, C. Allan, 
Archer, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Baylies, 
Beatty, James M. Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Burd, Burges, 
Cage, Chambers, Chilton, Chinn, Choate, Claiborne, W. Clark, 
Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Darling- 
ton, W. R. Davis, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, Deming, 
Denny, Dennis, Dickson. Dunean, Evans, E. Everett, Horace 
Everett, Ewing, Felder, Fillmore, Foot, Foster, P. C. Fuller, 
Fulton, Gamble, Gholson, Gilmer, Gordon, Gorham, Graham, 
Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, J. Har- 
per, Hazeltine, Heath, Hiester, Jabez W. Huntington, W. C. 
Johnson, Seaborn Jones, King, Lay, Lewis, Love, Loyall, 
Martindale, Marshall, John Y. Mason, McComas, McDufiie, 
McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Moore, Patton, Pinckney, Plum- 
mer, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Rencher, Selden, Wm. B. Shepard 
Augustus H. Shepperd, William Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Wn. 
P. Taylor, P. Thomas, Tompkins, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton 
Watmough, E. D. White, F. Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey: 
Wilde, Williams, Wilson, Wise, Young—112.* , 


————9 





*T'be National Intelligencer says:—The depending question 
in the house of representatives, upon the reference to the com- 
mittee of ways and means of Mr. Taney’s reasons for the re- 
moval of the public deposites, has at length been taken. Al- 
though so long debated, and not finally arrived at but by the aid 
of the previous question, the decision decides nothing but that 
the house is tired of the debate, and does not chuse to instruct 
the committee of ways and means to report a bill or resolution, 
directing the restoration of the public deposites, before they 
shall have made a report upon the subject. But even thus 
much has been gained by the friends of the measure of removal, 
in the fullest house which ever sat under this government, by 
a majority of four votes only. Had the vacant seats been full, 
itis very probable that even this majority would have been 


converted into a minority. 


The debate can only be considered as suspended, to be re- 


newed on the first proposition which shall bring the question 
again before the house. 
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So the previous question was carried by four votes. 

The main question was then put, on referring the secretary’s 

letter on the deposites to the committee of ways and n.eans, 
and decided by yeas and nays, in the affirmative, as follows: 
_ YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, Baylies, Beale, 
Bean, Beardsiey, Beaumont, John Bell, James Blair, John Blair, 
Bockee, Bodle, Boor, Brown, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, Cambre- 
leng, Carmichael, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, 
Clay, Coffee, Connor, Coulter, Cramer, Davenport, Day, Dick- 
erson, Dickinson, Dunlap, Ewing, Forester, Fowler, W. K. 
Fuiler, Galbraith, Gholson, Gillett, Gilmer, Joseph Hall, T. H. 
Hall, Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, J. M. Harper, Harrison, Hath- 
away, Hawkins, Hawes, Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel 
Huntington, [nge, Jarvis, R. M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, 
King, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawrence, Lea, Lea- 
vitt, Loyal, Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, jr. J. K. Mann, 
Mardis, John Y. Mason, Moses Mason, McCarty, MelIntyre, 
McKay, McKim, McKinley, McLene, McVean, Miller, H. 
Mitchell, Robert Mitchell, Muhlenburg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, 
Parks, Parker, Patton, Patterson, D. J. Pearce, Peyton, Frank- 
jin Pierce, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Pope, Schenck, Schley, 
Selden, Shinn, Charles Slade, Smith, Speight, Standefer, Stod- 
dert, Sutherland, William Taylor, William P. Taylor, Francis 
Thomas, Thomson, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, 
Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, Webster, Whallon, C. P. 
White—130. 

NAYS—Messts. J.Q. Adams, Heman Allen, John J. Allen, 
©. Allan, Archer, Ashiey, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, 
Bates, Beatty, James M. Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Burd, Bur- 
ges, Cage, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, Claiborne, Wm. Clarke, 
Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Crane, Crockett, Darlington, War- 
ren R. Davis, Amos Davis, Deberry, Deming, Denny, Dennis, 
Dickson, Duncan, Evans, Edward Everett, Horace Everett, 
Felder, Fillmore, Foot, Foster, PhiloC. Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, 
Gordon, Gorham, Graham, Grayson, Grennell, jr. Griffin, Hiland 
Hall, Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, Heister, 
J. W. Huntington, W. C. Johnson, Lay, Lewis, Love, Martin- 
dale, Marshall, McComas, McDuffie, McKennan, Mercer, Mil- 
ligan, Moore, Pinckney, Potts, jr. Ramsay, Reed, Rencher, W. 
B. Shepard, Aug. H. Shepperd, William Slade, Sloane, Spang- 
ler, P. Thomas, Tompkins, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Wat- 
mough, E. D. White, Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, 
Wilde, Williams, Wilson, Wise, Young—98. 

Mr. Jones, of Georgia, asked the unanimous consent of the 
house to offer a resolution for the instruction of the committee 
of ways and means. Refused. 

On motion, the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Feb. 19. After other business, the bill to render 
permanent the present mode of supplying the army, &c. was 
read a third time, and an animated debate on its details follow 
ed. Messrs. Johnson and Vance supported, and Messrs. Wilde 
and McKay opposed the bill, and several others took part inthe 
discussion. The bill was recommitted, but without particular 
instructions. 

The fortification billnext came up. It appropriates $900,000 
to different works. It was opposed by Mr. Mc Duffie and others, 
on the ground that the old works should be finished before new 
anes were begun, &c. Mr. Polk explained—and he and others 
supported the bill. The house adjourned without coming to 
any decision. 

Thursday, Feb. 20. Mr. Mason, of Virginia, atter some ap- 
propriate remarks, and in reference to the interment of the re- 
mains of the late Mr. Wirt. proposed that the house should 
adjourn, that the members might attend the funeral ceremony. 

Mr. Davis, of S.C. inquired if the house had, in any previous 
instance, adjourned on account of the death of any individual 
not a member of its body? 

Mr. Mason said, he could not speak as to any such precedent. 

The question was then taken, and the house adjourned. 


8 @ Oe — 
EARLY PAPER MAKING IN AMERICA. 

We have been permitted by a friend, to copy the fol- 
lowing curious account of, perhaps, the oldest paper mill 
built in America. A mill however was built near Phi- 
ladelphia, if not previously, soon after that which is 
mentioned below. ‘The condition of being required to 
make 140 reams of brown paper, and sixty reams of 
printing paper in the first fifteen months, will make the 
people of the present generation smile—many mills now 
making more paper in a single day. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

In the secretary’s office kept in the state house in Bos- 
ton, in the court record for 1730, page 154, is recorded 
an act for the encouragement of erecting the first paper 
mills, built in New England, passed Sept 13, 1728, 
granting a patent unto Daniel Henchman, Gillam Phil- 

ips, Benjamin Faneuil, Thomas Hancock and Henry 
Dering, for the sole manufacturing of paper for ten 
years, on the following conditions, viz: 

In the first fifteen months to make one hundred and 
forty reams brown paper, and sixty reams of printing 
paper. 
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The second year to make fifty reams of writing ditto 
in addition to the first mentioned quantity. 

The third year and afterwards yearly, to make twen- 
ty-five reams of a superior quality of writing paper, in 
addition to the former mentioned, that the total annual 
produce of the various qualities not to be less than 500 
reams a year. 

The act passed both houses, and signed by 

WILLIAM BURNETT, governor. 

The aforementioned proprietors erected a small paper 
mill in Milton, {now county of Norfolk) on a site adjoin- 
ing Neponsit river, near the lower bridge usually called, 
where the salt water flows and stops it, six hours every 
twenty-four. What number of years the original pro- 
prietors carried it on, is now not known. Their master 
workman’s name was Henry Woodman, an Englishman; 
he married in Milton, and left children, two daughters; 
Abigail and Rebekah, in early part of life [I] have often 
seen. ‘The paper mill having been stopt for some time, 
was eventually sold to Mr. Jeremiah Smith, who, for 
want of workmen, was prevented making any use of it. 
In 1760, the business was again revived by James Boies, 
of Boston, having procured a paper maker from a Bri- 
tish regiment then stationed in Boston, by the name of 
Hazelton, who obtained a furlough long enough to set 
the mill to work, there being an American paper maker, 
Abijah Smith, who assisted him, then living in Milton, 
a decent workman, who continued at the business until 
an advanced age. On the regiment which Hazelton be- 
longed to being ordered to Quebec, the commander-in- 
chief would not permit him to remain behind, and on the 
plains of Abraham, when the brave Wolf fell, he receiv- 
ed a mortal wound, and died in a few weeks after; thus 
a short interval took place ere a Mr. Richard Clarke, an 
Englishman, arrived from New York, and again set the 
mill at work. He was undoubtedly the best acquainted 
with the paper making business of any European that 
ever made his appearance here, taking the whole toge- 
ther; [and] he made the most of the moulds he had occa- 
sion for: some few years after he’d a son, George Clarke, 
aged about 19 or 20 years, [who] came over, and was 
also a likely man and good workman. 

Thus sir, ’ve endeavored to give you a general ac- 
count of the commencement of our business, whieh I 
wish may afford you some satisfaction. There is no 
doubt that the paper mill first built in Milton, was pre- 
vious to any this side Philadelphia, if not the first in 
America; but that’s a circumstance, [1] presume you could 
easily ascertain by your connexion in that quarter. Any 
thing further you may wish to know respecting the ori- 
gin, and in my power, you may freely command, from 

Your humble servant, JOHN BOIES. 

Capt. Amasa Fuller, Milton. 

—— 9 8 @ Oe — 
BANKS—THE CURRENCY, &e. &e. 
MISCELLANEODS. 

We hear a great deal about monopolies and monopolists. It 
is a little remarkable, however, that those who speak the most 
against these are most disposed to encourage some of them. 
Thus we learn that one of the deposite banks at Boston, the 
Commonwealth bank, is chiefly owned by, or under the imme- 
diate direction of the collector of that port, and his family, with 
afew other holders of office under the United States; and 
we have seen it stated that not one share belongs to a political 
opponent. 

Then there is the deposite bank at New York, the Manhat- 
tan, incorporated under the pretence of supplying the city with 
wholesome water, but reudered into a banking institution; and, 
foreign stockholders being allowed to vote, the direction of this 
bank, we are told, is really in the hands of a British nobleman, 
the marquis of Caermathen. But it is urged as an offence 
against the bank of the United States that foreigners hold stoek 
in that institution, though without the right of voting. 

We might mention several other banks which are like con- 
ditioned in being really under the command of a single man, 
and most of them are subjectto the influence of five or six 
persons. I[t is not pretended that, on this account, they are the 
worse managed; but it is the nature of all such establishments to 
run into “monopolics,’’ and, perhaps, it is best that they should, 
to preserve steadiness in their proceeds, and to prevent embar- 
rassments, both to the banks and the people; for not many per- 
cons have a “saving”? knowledge of the currency. 

Resolutions have passed the house of representatives of Ken- 
tucky, 53 to41, condemning the removal of the public deposites 
from the bank of the United States, and instructing the senators 
and representatives of that state, in congress, to use their in- 
fluence to restore the public moneys to their lawful depository, 
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A bill to establish a state bank, which had for some time 


been depending in the legislature of the state of Ohio, has been 
finaily rejected. 


The Philadelphia papers say that the Salem banking company 
is to be reinstated and go on with its operations. 


The stockholders of the Girard (deposite) bank at Philadel- 
phia are called to meet on the 17th proximo, in relation to the 
government deposites; and the stockholders of the Western 
bank, of Philadelphia, (which bank refused to join the other 
banks of that city as to a restoration of the deposites), are call- 
ed by the directors, to leave their names, with an expression of 
their opinions on that subject. 


The New York Journal of Commerce says—We have been 
able to collect from various scraps published in the papers which 
have access to the returns of the United States bank, that on 
the lst February the aggregate of its 


Loans was ‘ ° ‘ . . : « $54,842,973 
Government deposites. . ° ; : » 3,070,561 
Total of deposites . : : : . : 9,781,873 
January lst, the same items stood as follows— 

Loans P . . ° : ° . : $54,911,461 
Government deposites ° ° ° . ° 4,230,509 
Total deposites . : ° ° 10,965,375 


The same paper states that large arrivals of specie were ex- 
pected from France, and that many of the stocks liad risen con- 
siderably, within a short period. It may be that the “‘*money 
market’? is getting easier by the great reductions of all sorts of 
business; but this will only change the classes of persons op- 

ressed for the want of money. For instance, another New 

ork paper observes—We are happy to learn that the subscrip- 
tion to buy bread for those who are willing, but unable to pro- 
cure work about our slips, &c. goes on well. Upwards of 800 
loaves have been distributed, which number will sustain as 
many men 24 hours. 

It is denied that “‘there is any intention on the part of the 
government to refuse to receive in payment of duties, &c. the 
orders of branches on the mother bank.’”’ 

THE PRESSURE. 

The New York city papers say that the bills of the safety fund 
banks are at 2} per cent. discount. This depreciated value is 
rather on account of the instant and severe demand for money, 
than in a distrust of the ability of these banks: but at Cincinna- 
ti, (as a private letter says), the bills of the Ohio banks, in ge- 
neral, not depositable in that city, are at from 4 to 5 per cent. 
discount, and we regret to learn that several banks in that state 
were much embarrassed. ‘These institutions, in Ohio, it has 
oftentimes been mentioned to us, were latterly managed with 
much circumspection. 


Mr. Harper, one of the representatives in congress from Phi- 
ladeiphia, on the 19th inst. addressed a note to the editors of the 
‘National Intelligencer,’? saying—‘‘In the remarks which I 
made in the house of representatives on Monday iast, at the 
time [ presented the ‘memorial of the boot and shoemakers, and 
shoe dealers, of the city and county of Philadelphia,’ as publish- 
ed in your paper of this morning, I am made to say, that ‘it was 
usuai at this season, to have contracts for the building of from 
1,200 to 1,500 houses,’ &c. This is an error of the reporter. 
What I did say Was, that it was usual to build from 1,200 to 
1,500 houses in the course of the year,in Philadelphia. That 
this was the season at which many of the contracts were enter- 
ed into; and from information derived about ten days ago, from 
a person engaged in building, he stated that he knew of buta 
single contract now made for the approaching season.”? 


Up to the 10th inst. on the authority of the ‘*Atlas,”’ there had 
been forty-five commercial failures in the rich city of Boston— 
and many more in the neighboring commercial and navigating 
towns. 


We are much pleased to see the following paragraph in the 
newspapers, with respect to the affairs of Messrs. 8. & M. A\l- 
len— 

Messrs. S. & M. Allen, of New York, have resumed pay- 
ments, and are again proceeding in their business. A card, 
signed by Robert Lenox, Isaac Lawrence, Gideon Lee, Corne- 
lius Heyer, John Adams and James G. King, of New York, 
certifies that the statements and accounts of Messrs. Allen, after 
full allowances for losses on Pennsylvania and other stocks, 
show them to be possessed of nett available assets, beyond their 
total liabilities, of more than five hundred thousand dollars. 

And the “New York Commercial Advertiser’? says— 

‘¢I¢ affords us very great satisfaction to announce that our 
friends, Messrs. S. & M. Allen, have resumed their payments, 
and are now proceeding in their business. ‘They have been 
enabled to do this by the liberal and timely assistance of the 
bank of the United States—to the conduct of which institution, 
from long and extensive acquaintance with it, we are authoris- 
ed to say, they bear the warmest testimony of their approba- 
tion. They also desire to express their gratitude to the bank, 
for its effectual assistance in the present emergency.”’ 


A statement of the affairs of Mr. Knower has been published, 
and we are giad to find that it shews, as we expected, a large 
surplus of means to meet all his obligations, in ordinary times. 
His whole liabilities are given at 560,000 doilars, and his means 
at 960,000. 

It is said of several offices of the bank of the United States, 
that they have remonstrated against the direction of the parent 
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bank to reduce their discounts: but if the bank shall draw in a 
million and a quarter of dollars (1,250,000) monthly, its debts 
will not be more than collected in the whole period allowed by 
its charter to do business—the period being in 1838, or two years 
alter the limits of the charter to do new business, as a bank. 


Merchandise, of every description, we believe, is of very dull 
sale, though offered at much reduced prices. The products of 
the farmers have fallen much in vaiue. 


The Lowell (Mass.) Journal has the following paragraph: 

**We learn with regret, almost approaching to horror, that 
many of the directors and stockholders of the factories in this 
town, are upon the point of deciding to stop the mills. The 
effect upon thousands of our people will be indescribable. La- 
borers of every class, and artisans of every trade must go, they 
know not whither, to seek in vain for subsistence, and all the 
inhabitants who depend upon them again for support will be 
left destitute of means to obtain their daily bread. Others of 
the stockholders, and especially the agents and superintendents, 
are desirous of preventing this annihilation of the Jaboring in- 
terests, by reducing the rates of wages so low, that they would 
feel justified in continuing to manufacture for the present, 
though no doubt can exist, for a moment, that it would be safer 
and better for them on many accounts, tostop atonee. Com- 
mon humanity will pray, that the result of their deliberations 
may be favorable to the poor.’? 


The New York Commercial Advertiser says—A manufactur- 
er from Hartford has just informed us that several houses in that 
city and vicinity had discharged from one-half to two-thirds of 
their workmen—and that he has daily applications from men 
who have been obtaining a dollar and a half a day, saying, 
‘will you not give me employment at fifty cents aday? I have 
sustained my family a weck on one dollar, and I need it te buy 
bread.’”? 

The commission merchants of this city are now refusing to 
give their acceptances on property put into their hands, and the 
moment this becomes general, nine-tenths of the manufacturers 
must stop. 


Letters are published from the interior of New York saying 
the banks were generally stopping their discounts, except the 
office of the bank of the United States, at Utica. 


The new member of the senate of the United States, Mr. 
King, of Georgia, made the following admissions in his late 
speech in that body: 


He said—“*The measures of the administration have, for the 
present, cut off, or choked up, many of the sources from which 
the wants of the merchants have been too liberally supplied. 
There is a panic in the community, which, for the present, de- 
stroys all confidence in our domestic trade and exchanges. 
The fixed property, and all property for domestic use and con- 
sumption, have depreciated, partly as an incident to a fallen 
market upon exports; but largely owing to the shock upon our 
monetary system. Again, a large curtailment in the usual means 
of supply, may be found in the withdrawal from circulation of 
the amount of the government deposites. These may be con- 
sidered as taken from circulation, and withdrawn from the uses 
to which they have heretofore been appropriated. The bank of 
the United States cannot discount upon them, because it has 
them not to discount upon. The state banks cannot, or will 
not discount upon them, because, whilst the debate on the re- 
moval continues, the deposites do not constitute a fund upon 
which they can safely rely. This state of things, sir, must con- 
tinue to a certain extent, at least, until this uncertainty ceases, 
and some measure decided on, to give stability to our monetary 
system, and restore confidence in the domestic trade of the 
country.”? 

= 9 BB Stee — 
DEATH OF WILLIAM WIRT. 
From the National Intelligencer of Feh. 19. 

Died, about meridian, yesterday, in this city, WiLt1aM Wirt, 
esq. aged about 62 years. 

In him bis family have lost all that can be lost, in one among 
the most tender, devoted, and enlightened of husbands and 
fathers. 

Of all who witnessed the strong and heart endeared ties 
which this event has sundered, there lives not one but must 
sympathise, from his inmost soul, with the amiable and exem- 
plary wife, who at once imparted and partook the purest and 
highest enjoyments of conjugal union, and who is now to see a 
premature grave open to receive the mortal remains of him 
who was the source and the objectof the hallowed affections 
by which that union was cemented and embellished—with 
children. to whom the hand is now cold and motionless, which 
but yesterday led them, with paternal solicitude and unerring 
aim, through the paths of human science, in all the intricacies 
of which the exercises of studious youth, and the sustained ap- 
plication of mature years, had instructed him, and which his 
genius had illustrated: to those children, the eloquent tongue, 
though not yet mute to grateful memory, no longer speaks, in 
living accents, precepts of wisdom, morality and piety, so late- 
ly enforced by the example, and adorned by the life and man- 
ners of a Christian, a scholar and a gentleman. 

His country, indeed, has lost a citizen, whose talents and 
virtues, always adequate to the highest tasks of public service, 








were always devoted, with unflinching patriotism, to his coun- 
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try’s good: but to that country he has left an inheritance in the 
extended fame which will perpetuate his name with the en- 
during monuments of the age and land in which he lived. 

llis professional brethren must largely participate all the 
causes of profound regret; both general and particular, that can 
affect either communities or individuals. Lamenting bim asa 
brother, whem in life they loved with brotherly affection, and 
admired as the ornament of their profession; they have lost no 
time ia evincing their alacrity to manifest their respect to his 
memory; and will, doubtless, follow out the first promptings of 
a spontaneous and ail pervading sentiment, and give unequivo- 
eal and lasting tokens of the sincerity and depth of their affec- 
tion, their admiration and their regret. 

TRIBUTE OF RESPECT. 

At a meeting of the gentlemen of the bar of the supreme 
court of the United States, and of the officers of the court, at 
the court room in the capitol, on Tuesday the 18th instant, the 
hon. B. F. Butler, attorney general of the United States, was 
called to the chair, and the hon. John Sergeant was appointed 
secretary: whereupon 

Mr. Webster rose and addressed the chair as follows: 

It is announced to us that one of the oldest, one of the ablest, 
one of the most distinguished members of this bar, has depart- 
ed this mortal life. Wutt1am Wirt is no more! He has this 
day closed a professional career, among the longest and the 
most brilliaut, which the distinguished members of the profes- 
sion in the United States have at any time accomplished. Un- 
sullied in every thing which regards professional honor and in- 
tegrity, patient of labor, and rich in those stores of learning, 
which are the reward of patient labor and patient labor only; 
and if equalled, yet certainly allowed not to be excelled, in fer- 
vent, animated and persuasive eloquence, he has left an exam- 
ple, which those who seek to raise themselves to great heights 
of professional eminence, will, hereafter emulously study. 
Fortunate, indeed, will be the few, who shall imitate it suc- 
cessfully! 

As a public man, it is not our peculiar duty to speak of Mr. 
Wirt here. His character, in that respect belongs to his coun- 
try, and to the bistory of his country. And, sir, if we were to 
speak of him in his private life, and in his social relations, all 
we could possibly say of his urbanity, his kindness, the faith- 
fuluess of his friendships, and the warmth of his affections, 
would hardly seem sufficiently strong and glowing to do him 
justice, in the feeling and judgment of those who, separated, 
now forever from his embraces, can only enshrine his memory 
in their bleeding hearts. Nor may we, sir, more than allude to 
that other relation, which belonged to him, and belongs to us 
all; that high and paramount relation, which connects man 
with his maker! It may be permitted us, however, to have the 
pleasure of recording his name, as one who felt a deep sense of 
religious duty, and who placed all his hopes of the future, in 
the trutii and in the doctrines of Christianity. 

But our particular ties to him were the ties of eur profession. 
He was our brother, and he was our friend. With talents, 
powerful enough to excite the strength of the strongest, with a 
kindness both of heart and of manner capable of warming and 
winning the coldest of his brethren, he has now completed the 
term of his professional life, and of his earthly existence, in the 
enjoyment of the high respect and cordial affections of us all. 
Let us, then, sir, hasten to pay to his memory the well deserv- 
ed tribute of our regard. Let us lose no time in testifying our 
sense of our loss, and in expressing our grief, that one great 
light of our profession is extinguished forever. 

Mr. Webster concluded by submitting the following resolu- 
tions, which were read, and unanimously adopted, viz. 

Resolved, That the members of this bar feel, with deep sensi- 
bility, the loss which the profession and the country have sus- 
tained, in the death of WiitLtiam Wirt, a member of this bar, 
and heretofore for many years, attorney general of the United 
States. 

Resolved, That we cherish the highest respect for the profes- 
sional learning of the deceased, for his varied talent and ability, 
for the purity and uprightness of his professional life, and for 
the amiable and excellent qualities which belonged to him as a 
man. 

Resolved, That, to testify these sentiments, we will wear the 
usual badge of mourning for the residue of the term. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to offer to his be- 
reaved and afflicted family, the condolence and sympathy of 
his brethren of the bar; and to request that he may be interred 

in the city of Washington, and that his professional brethren 
be permitted to raise a suitable monument to his memory. 

Resolved, That Mr. Southard be requested to pronounce a 
discourse, before the bar, upon the professional character and 
virtues of Mr. Wirt, at such time, during the present term, as 
may suit his convenience. 

Resolved, That the attorney general do move the court that 
these resolutions be entered on the minutes of their proceed- 
ings. 

The following gentlemen were appointed by the chair to 
compose the coinmittee ordered by the fourth resolution: Mr. 

Swann, Mr. Jones, Mr. Webster, Mr. Clay, Mr. Southard, Mr. 

Sergeant, Mr. Peters. 





SUPREME COURT UNITED STATES. 
Wednesday, February 19, 1834. 
On the opening of the court, the hon. B. F. Butler, attorney 
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**Your honors are probably aware that the same sad event 
which yesterday occasioned the untimely adjournment of the 


court, vas immediately followed by a special meeting of the 


bar. I have been charged by that meeting, with the duty of 
bringing its proceedings to the notice of the court, and with your 
permission will now read them.?? 


(Mr. Chief Justice assenting, the attorney general then read 
the proceedings, and thus resumed. ] 


‘The court will have perceived, from the paper which has 

been read, that the duty of commemorating, in a formal dis- 

course, the professional character and virtues of Mr. Wirt, has 

been specially assigned to a distinguished member of this bar. 

Were it not for this becoming and appropriate arrangement, I 

might be tempted to give utterance to my high admiration of the 

talents, attainments and virtues of our illustrious brother, and 

to the sorrow with which, in common with every other member 
of the bar, I mourn over his removal from this scene of his use- 

fulness and fame. Such an attempt, however, would be an in- 
delicate, if not an improper encroachment upon a province 
which now belongs exclusively to another. And it therefore 
only remains that I should ask, in the name of the assembled 
bar—-and in reference to such a man as Witt1am Wirt, I feel 
that I may add—in the name of the whole legal profession of 
our extended country—that this humble tribute to ability and 
worth—this faint but sincere expression of deep regret—be in- 
corporated in the records of this court.’ 

To which Mr. Chief Justice Marshall thus replied— 

‘The court received intelligence of the afflicting event which 
has produced the meeting of the bar, and the application just 
made, with those emotions it was but too well calculated to 
excite. I am sure I utter the sentiment of all my brethren, 
when I say we participate sincerely in the feelings expressed 
from the bar. We too, gentlemen, have sustained a loss it will 
be difficult, ifnot impossible, to repair. In performing the ar- 
duous duties assigned to us, we have been long aided by the di- 
ligent research and lucid reasoning of him whose loss we unite 
with you in deploring. We too, gentlemen, in common with 
you, have lost the estimable friend in the powerful advocate. 

a readily do we assent to the motion which has been 
made.’ 

Whereupon, the said proceedings were spread upon the re- 
cords of the court, together with the following entry: 

‘It having been announced that Mr. WitL1am Wirt, a gen- 
tleman of this bar, highly distinguished for his learning and ta- 
lents, departed this life yesterday in this city— 

** Resolved, That the judges of this court will wear the usual 
badge of mourning during the residue of the term, in token of 
their respect and regard for the memory of the deceased, and of 
their deep sense of this afflicting event.”? 


From the National Intelligencer of February 20. 

A great man has been taken from amongst us—the scholar, 
the orator, the prefound jurist, the able statesman and honest 
man. A man whom genius and virtue unaided by adventitious 
circumstances, combined to raise to the proudesteminence. A 
giantin intellect, and upright as he was able—never dazzled by 
power, or deluded by ambition—great without pretension, good 
without pretence, and benevolent without ostentation—a Chris- 
tian without bigotry, a man without reproach. He stood forth 
a glorious example of the combination of genius, with the 
highest moral and social excellence—a bright model of public 
purity and private worth. 

Such was WILLIAM WIRT. 

To know him, as the public knew him, by his writings and 
his speeches, was to admire and honor him—to know him per- 
sonally, was to esteem—to know him at home, in his domestic 
circle, was to love him. 

The nation has lost a man, whose place will not soon be 
filled—his friends have sustained a loss, which can never be 
repaired. Adieu, great, noble, virtuous spirit. The heart which 
now bleeds for thy loss, and which has often thrilled at thy 
eloquence and warmed at thy goodness, may grow cold with 
age, but never shall be effaced from it the impression of thy 
kindness, nor love and admiration for the loftiness and beauty 
of thy public and private character. The bead which now dic- 
tates this feeble tribute to thy memory, may be bleached by the 
suns of many summers, but never can we hope to know again 
thy like. Adieu—and may the pure spirit which has been so 
severely bruised, but never bowed by afflictions here, have 
found a fit resting place, with kindred spirits, in a better world. 


The Baltimore county and city courts, and bar, have passed 
resolutions on the decease of Mr. Wirt in a full and kind feeling 
for the memory of his private and professional character, and or- 
dered that a tablet shall be procured and set up in the court 
room, to be dedicated to the deceased. Another resolution ap- 
points John P. Kennedy, esq. to pronounce a public address, 
commemorative of the virtues of Mr. Wirt, &c, The chief 
judge, Archer, presided’at the meeting, and Reverdy Johnson, 
esq. acted as secretary. 
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ANONYMOUS LETTERS! 
The *‘Globe”’ of the 14th instant, says— 
The following is given to the public as a specimen of the 





general of the United States, thus addressed the court: 
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restoration of the deposites. Similar letters, we are informed, 
are sent constantly by the mails, not only to the president, but 
to those of his confidential friends who are known to accord 
with him in the steps which have been taken to preventa re- 


charter of the bank: 
New York, February 9, 1834. 
Andrew Jackson, president of the United States, §c. 

Sir—This is to inform you that I, one of a number of young 
men of this city who have conspired your death, unknown to 
my colleagues, write this to warn you of this plot—not from 
any intention to benefit you thereby, but solely for the good of 
my country—a step, which influenced as we are, by sentiments 
of pure patriotism, myself and associates have deemed advisa- 
ble for the welfare of our much abused country. I recommend 
you to revoke, as soon as practicable, all the opinions, declara- 
tions and proclamations which have emanated from you re- 
lative to the rechartering of, and removing the public deposites 
from the United States bank. The alternative will most as- 
surediy be your certain death. 

* +. . * a *. * * 

Three of our number, elected by chance, will proceed, in the 
course ofthe present month, to the capital, there to put in exe- 
cntion the design entrusted to their hands. Even should one 
attempt fail, do not thiuk te escape, for we are firmly resolved to 
free our country from the hands of a despot. T'o conclude— 
**Beware the Ides of March.”’ 


To gen. ANpREw Jackson, president of the United States of 

America: 

I am very sorry to inform that if the deposites are not replac- 
‘ed, and the bank of the United States is not rechartered, by the 
4th of March next, you will be a dead man by the 15th day of 
March, 1834. Now, my dear sir, I hope you will act wisely, 
and recharter the said bank, for if you do not, the United States 
will lose one ef her best presidents and generals that has been 
known in America. There has been a private meeting held, 
and the plan is all laid out for doing the above mentioned. I 
am a signeref the above meeting, but I could not engage in 
such a'thing before [ acquainted your honor of the above plan. 

Your humble servant, A DEMOCRAT. 

{The above letter is post marked Philadelphia, February 8. ] 


[ CONFIDENTIAL. ] 
Philadelphia, February 8th, 1834. 

Sir—The writer of this anonymous communication feels it 
his duty to apprize you, that it is seriously contemplated by a 
few individuals in this city, to adopt measures for the diabolical 
purpose of ASSASSINATING the venerable chief magistrate 
of our union. 

A. J. Doneison, esq. Washington, D. C. 


We know not which most to be astonished at—the folly of 
writing, or that of publishing the preceding letters. They are a 
clumsey manufacture. Look atthat signed ‘A Democrat.’’ It is 
as if from a rascal that had entered into a conspiracy to assassi- 
nate the president of the U. States “‘by the 15th of March, 1834,” 
but who calls him ‘‘dear sir’? and speaks of him as ‘‘one of the 
best presidents and generals that has been known in America.?’ 
The thing is not only supremely ridiculous, but indecent—in its 
publication. If the truth could be ascertained, it would surely 
appear that these infamous letters have been written either in 
idte folly, or by certain shavers, or others, who are fattening on 
the blood of the productive part of the people, to irritate and 
keep alive the warm feelings of the president; for though no 
other than a perfect A.S.S. would expect to deter him from his 
course by means iike these—such means may increase prevail- 
ing excitements, and make bad worse; and the worse for the 
people, the better for the shavers. 

This publication will make us a langhing stock in Europe— 
not because such letters were written, but on account of their 
insertion in the official paper of the government. Itis a shame 
and a libel upon the American people. Ep. Ree. 


THE VIRGINIA RESOLUTIONS. 

The Virginia legislature has at length disposed of the deposite 
question, which has engaged its attention for some time past. 
I'he preamble and resolutions, as amended by the senate, were 
finally adopted by the house on Tuesday last. They were as 
follows: 

Whereas, the general assembly of Virginia deem it of the ut- 
most importance, that the power to control the public revenue 
should be made to abide in practice, where it has been invested 
by the constitution, in the immediate representatives of the peo- 
ple, and of the states in congress assembled; and all experience 
of the practical operation of governments has proved, that arbi- 
trary assumptions of power by them, or any officer of them, if 
silently acquiesced in, become precedents for further and still 
greater acts of usurpation: therefore, . 

1. Resolved hy the general assembly, That the recent act of the 
president of the United States, exerting a control over the pub- 
lic deposites, by causing them to be withheld and withdrawn, 
on his own responsibility, from the United States bank, in which 
they had been ordered to be placed by the act of congress char- 
tering the said bank, is, in the judgment of the general assem- 
bly, a dangerous and alarming assumption of power by that offi- 





2. Resolved, That while the general assembly will ever be 
ready to sustain the president in the exercise of all such powers 
as the constitution has confided to him, they nevertheless, can- 
not but regard with apprehension and distrust, the disposition 
to extend his official authority beyonq its just and proper limits, 
which he has so clearly manifested in his recent interference 
with the treasury department of the federal government, in the 
exercise of a sound discretion which congress has confided to 
the head of that department alone. 

3. Resolved, That our senators in congress be instructed, and 
our representatives requested to use their best exertions to pro- 
cure the adoption, by congress, of proper measures for restoring 
the public moneys to the bank of the United States, or, at least, 
for causing them to be deposited thefein for the future, accord- 
ing to the direction and stipulation ofthe act of congress charter- 
ing the said bank; if at the time of their action on the subject, 
the said bank he, if their opinion, a safe depository of the pub- 
tic treasure; and to use their best efforts to prevent the bank of 
the United States from being rechartered. 

4. Resolved, That the general assembly cannot recognize as 
constitutional the power which has been claimed by congress to 
establish a United States bank, because, in the opinion of the 
general assembly, as they have heretofore solemnly declared, 
that power is not given to congress by the constitution of the 
United States. 

5. Resolved, That the general assembly do not intend by the 
declaration of their opinion in regard go the unconstitutionality 
of the bank of the United States, to Qualify, or in any manner 
to impair the force of their disapprobation of the withholding 
and withdrawing of the public deposites. 

6. Resolved, That the governor of the commonwealth be re- 
quested to transmit a copy of these resolutions to each of our 
senators and representatives in the congress of the U. States. 

The Richmond Whig, in noticing the passage of the resolu- 
tions, says— 

**The question was debated with great zeal. Amendments 
were offered to each resolution, and all of them debated with 
great warmth. The substitute [being the resolutions inserted 
above] finally passed by a large vote. The several votes fur- 
nish an accurate estimate of the relative strength of parties, 
being upon an average, more than two and an half to one.” 


—— 98 © Otwrn— 


GREAT MEETING AT NEW YORK. 

We gave in the last Recister some account of the great 
meeting of merchants and dealers held at the Exchange, in New 
York, and promised to make a record of the proceedings. They 
are as follows: 

At a meeting of the signers of the memorial of merchants and 
others, held at the Merchant’s Exchange, February 11th, 1834— 
On motion, Jonathan Goodhue, esq. was chosen chairman, 
and John P. Stagg appointed secretary. 

James G. King, esq. from the committee of delegates, made 
the following 

REPORT: 

The delegation appointed by the signers of the memorial of 
the merchants, traders, dealers and others, of the city of New 
York, to present the same to congress, beg leave respectfully to 
report to their constituents, that upon their arrival in Washing- 
ton they waited on the representatives in congress from this 
city, and on the senators from the state of New York, witha 
view of requesting their aid and co-operation in properly intro- 
ducing to their respective houses the memorial they had in 
charge. Believing it to be of primary importance, considering 
the unbelief expressed as to the existing commercial distress, 
that the individual presenting such memorial should declare, in 
his place in congress, his full and implicit reliance upon the 
truth ofits averment, and his perfect acquiescence in its con- 
clusion, they proposed to Mr. C. W. Lawrence, who, from his 
large participation in the prosperity of New York, whose com- 
mercial interests he was especially relied upon for upholding, 
to be their organ in the house of representatives in this design; 
however, your delegation regret to say, they were disappointed, 
as, after time for consideration, Mr. Lawrence declined present- 
ing the memorial in the manner proposed. ‘The senior members 
of the city representation in congress were not requested to act, 
as their sentiments, frankly made known at the time, were to- 
tally at variance with those of the memorial, which was alsoa 
matter of serious regretto your delegation, inasmuch as these 
grentliemen were likewise intimately connected with the com- 
mercial classes of the city of New York. 

Your deputation, thus situated, afforded a singular spectacle 
to the national legislature. In presenting a memorial declaring, 
with a moderation beyond all cavil, the existing state of com- 
mercial distress, and embodying the deliberate views of experi- 
enced and intelligent merchants upon a subject of vital import- 
ance to them and to the nation, they were obliged to forego the 
service of the only mercantile man sent from the city to con- 
gress; and were glad to find in the junior member of congress 
from the city, (Mr. Selden), himself not connected with the 
mercantile class, except by enlarged and liberal views, a ready 
and efficient aid in the accomplisliment of their wishes. While 
your delegation acknowledges, at the hands of the other repre- 
sentatives from the city, all proper courtesies and civilities, they 
must award to Mr. Selden the highest praise for his manly and 
able co-operation, which was not the less effective in congress, 





cer, which cannot be too strongly condemned, 


as your delegation aver, from being made in despite of those 
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considerations, which were deemed paramount by his col- 
leagues; and it is proper to add, that those colleagues thought 
it right to vote against such a reference of the memorial as had 
been deliberately preferred by your delegation. 

By Mr. Wright, from this state, the memorial was presented 
in the senate, in satisfactory terms, and, considering that he had 
so recently promulgated such opposite opinions, your delega- 
tion desire to award him their thanks. 

Your delegation also waited upon the president of the United 
States, by appointment, and was received with that courtesy 
for which he ts distinguished; and in a long interview, after ex- 
plaining the actual state of commercial affairs in this city, and 
declaring, in explicit but respectful terms, as the result of the 
experience and best judgment of our commercial men, thata 
national bank was absolutely necessary for the proper regulation 
of paper currency as now established, and upon which the 
whole business of the country was based, they received from 
him the most decided assurance of the entirely opposite views 
entertained by himself, and the most ungalified declarations, 
that in mo event would he ever consent to restore the deposites, 
or to recharter the bank of the United States; that he was de- 
termined to make the experiment of carrying on the fiscal con- 
cerns of the nation through the state banks until the expiration 
of the United States bank charter; and, if the experiment failed, 
some scheme might be devised of collecting and depositing the 
revenue, without the intervention of any moneyed institution. 

The president held out no expectation of the establishment, 
at present, of any national bank, but added, that he felt great 
sympathy for the New York mercantile distress, for the mer- 
ehants had honorably and punctually performed all their en- 
gagzgements to the government, with unparalleled fidelity. 

Your delegation then waited upon the vice president, but from 
official engagements he was at that time unable to hold any 
couverse with them upon the subject of their mission; but at 
another moment, to a portion of your delegation, the vice pre- 
sident expressed similar views and determinations to those ma- 
nifested by the president. 

Your delegation had an interview with Mr. Taney, and de- 
rived from lim a full confirmation of their conclusions resulting 
from what had passed during their visitto Washington. In con- 
clusion, your delegation regret to say that it is their sincere con- 
viction that nothing is intended to be done by the government 
for the present; that no plan is under its consideration for the 
future, im respecttoa national bank; that the administration is 
determined not to recharter the present United States bank un- 
der auy possible modifications, nor to propose any new bank; 
and instead thereof, to rely upon state institutions, until hard 
money can be made to supersede the actual paper currency of 
the country. 

James G. Kina, 
James Boorman, 
CxHarRtes H. Russet, 
Joun A. STEVENS, 
R. C. CoRnett, 

BD. W.C. OLyrHanrt, J. Crumpy, 

Jas. W. Oris, T. W. Gate. 

On motion of Samuel Ward, esq. Resolved, That the report 
be accepted and the committee be discharged. 

On motion, it was unanimously Resolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be presented to the delegates to Washington, for 
the able and faithful discharge of the duties confided to them. 

On motion of Charles H. Russell, esq. it was unanimously 
Resolved, ‘That the thanks of this meeting be presented to the 
honorable Dudicy Selden, for the prompt manner in which he 
presented our memorial, and for the ability with which he en- 
forced its object, and that this expression of our feelings be 
conveyed to him by the chairman and secretary of this meeting. 

On motion of John 4. Stevens, esq. the following resolutions 
were unanimously adopted: 

1. Resolwed, as the opinion of this meeting, that there is en- 
ergy, ability, integrity and property, sufficient to this community 
to carry it through the present unparalleled sufferings and im- 
pending evils, ultimately, to safety and prosperity. 

2. Resolwed, That the commercial community in this crisis 
must rely for their preservation on their own energies, on mu- 
tual forbearance and assistance, and that this emergency calls 
for a calmness, liberality and firmness, equal to its severity; and 
that on these means, and through them on the restoration, as 
far as practicable, of public confidence, this community must 
now depend. 


3. Resolved, That with a view to the objects, and to the im- 
portance of combining mercantile influence and opinions for 
commercial and not for party ends, and by the exercise of this 
influence, to ameliorate present distress and to avert future 
evils, that @ UNION COMMITTEE of twenty-five persons be now 
appointed, whose duty it shall be to confer with committees of 
the state and national banks, with a view to produce that en- 
tire concert and harmony of action, essential to enable them to 
afford the greatest possible relief to the community. 

4. Resolved, That this comittee be further instructed to adopt 
immediate measures, by a union of the chamber of commerce 
and the board of trade, or by such other measures as they 
may deem expedient, to constitute a general organ of commer- 
cial sentiments and opinions, in order, by concert and unani- 
mity of action, to secure to this great mercantile community a 
just and proper influence. 

5. Resolwed, That the committee endeavor to procure from 
the state legislature, an expression more in accordance with the 


E.sert J. ANDERSON, 
P. Perit, 

JoserpH KERNOCHAN, 
8.5. Hownanp, 

G. S. Rossins, 
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present opinions of its constituents, than those recently a - 
ed by it, on the subject of the removal of the deposites and of a 
national bank. 

6. Resolved, That this committee have power to appoint de- 
legates to proceed to Washington, Albany, and other cities, if 
thought advisable, to further the objects of their appointment, 
and generally to adopt such measures as may be deemed ex- 
pedient in this crisis of the public good. 

In pursuance of the above resolutions, the following persons 
were appointed and constitute the UNION COMMITTEE: 

Albert Gallatin, James G. King, 
Jonathan Goodhue, G. G. Howland, 
John Haggerty, Nathaniel Weed, 
James Boorman, John W. Leavitt, 
James Brown, David Lee, 

Rufus L. Lord, Fanning C. Tucker, 
Isaac Carow, Elbert J. Anderson, 
John G. Coster, Francis Olmsted, 
Thomas Brooks, Charles H. Russell, 
Hubert Van Wagener, E. G. Faile, 
Joseph Kernochan, Philip Hone, 

John A. Stevens, John P. Stagg, 

D. W. C. Olyphant. 

On motion, Resolved, That the report of the committee of 
delegates with the proceedings of this meeting, be published in 
all the daily papers, and the meeting adjourned. 

JONA. GOODHUE, chairman. 

Joun P. Sraaa, secretary. 

[Alter the adjournment of the above meeting, (the most im- 
posing, taking numbers and character into estimation, ever held 
in the United States), on going forth to the street, the New 
York American says—‘‘An assemblage much more numerous 
than that within, was found patiently awaiting to be inform- 
ed of the proceedings in ihe exchange. To this end, Mr. P. 
Hone being called for, placed himself on one of the stone 
piers of the exchange steps, and read in a clear and audible 
voice, to between five and six thousand persons, the report and 
resolutions adopted within. They were received throughout 
with the same expressions of feeling as were manifested in the 
first instance; and when, in conclusion, Mr. Hone proposed 
three cheers for DUDLEY SELDEN, a shout long and loud went 
forth from the assembled thousands. Mr. Redwood Fisher then 
addressed a few sensible and practical remarks to the audience 
respecting the project now put forth by the government, of a 
metallic currency, and its inevitable tendency to depress in- 
dustry, to change all the relations of property, and to induce 
universal distress. Mr. Fisher concluded with asking those 
present to say, whether they were in favor of such an experi- 
ment? No single voice said ay.’’] 

THE PENSION FUND. 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY II. 

Mr. Polk, from the committee of ways and means reported 
‘fa bill to describe the mode of paying pensions heretofore 
granted by the United States,’’ accompanied by a detailed re- 
port, as follows: 

The committee of ways and means, to whom was referred 
the message of the president of the United States of the 4th of 
February, 1834, with the accompanying documents communi- 
cating to congress the refusal of the bank of the United States 
to deliver over to the order of the secretary of war, the books, 
papers and funds, connected with the disbursements to be made 
under the act of June, 1832, entitled “tan act supplementary to 
the act for the relief of certain surviving officers and soldiers of 
the revelution:’? 

REPORT 

That they have given to the subject all the consideration 
which its importance demands, as well from its intrinsic cha- 
racter as from the class of most meritorious persons whose in- 
terests may be affected by the delay which may take place in 
the payment of the sums respectively due to them, in conse- 
quence of the refusal of the bank of the United States, to de- 
liver over the funds heretofore provided by law for their pay- 
ment, together with the books and papers connected with its 
disbursemént. 

The bank, by the appointment of the secretary of war, has 
heretofore been the disbursing agent of the government, under 
the act of June, 7, 1832, ‘‘for the relief of certain surviving of- 
ficers and soldiers of the revolution.’’? In ordinary circum- 
stances, all disbursing officers are responsible for the faithful 
performance of the duty assigned them, and are removable 
by the executive. This contro! over them has been deemed 
essential to the correct performance of their duty, as well as to 
the just security of the public interests. The bank, however, 
under the act of June, 7th, 1832, claims to be the disbursing of- 
ficer of the government independent of the appointment of the 
executive, to hold the effice by Jaw, and to be beyond the 
power of removal by the executive authority. Such a claim, 
to be supported, should be clearly established, as it is at va- 
riance with the general principles of the constitution and laws. 

The committee, on an examination of the documents accom- 
panying the president’s message, find that an order was given 
by the commissioner of pen-ions—which order was authorised 
by the secretary of war, for removing from the bank of the U. 
States and its branches. tu the local banks of deposite, at places 
where such local banks had been selected, the books, papers 
and funds relating to the execution of the act of Jane 7th, 1832. 
With this requisition the bank has declined a comptianee, en 
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the ground that the bank is constituted by law the agent for 
making payments under the act of 1832, and that the secretary 
of war has consequently no right to transfer these duties to any 
other agent. 

The question is, therefore, one of authority between one of 
the departments of the goverument and the bank of the United 
States, in which the bank haz undertaken to retain the money 
and other property of the government, until some measure, 
legislative or judicial, can be adopted whereby the authority of 
the executive over the public money and property, and the 
right claimed by the bank to retain them, can be determined, 
and provision made for their ultimate disposition. 

The committee are of opinion that the bank has takena 
position, and set up a claim to the possession of the funds, 
books and papers in question which cannot be supported. The 
opinion of the attorney general, communicated by the president, 
contains a history of the agency of the bank in the payment of 
pensions, and of claims under the act of 1832, and also a full, 
and as the committee think, a correct view of the law of the 
ease. To this opinion they refer, as greatly diminishing their 
labors on this part of the subject. [tis conceded that, by va- 
rious legislative enactments, direct and indirect, the bank was 
constituted the disbursing agent for paying invalid and revolu- 
tionary pensiouers prior to and under the act of March 18, 1818. 
The secretary of war has given no direction for the change of 
this agency, and the bank remains as it was, the disbursing of- 
fic er for the payment of pensions under these laws. But the case 
is otherwize under the act of June 7, 1832. Under that act, the 
bank was not, by the terms, or any fair construction of the law, 
constitded the disbursing agent for paying the annuities which 
it granted. That act is supplementary to the act ‘“‘for the re- 
lief of certain officers and soldiers of the army of the revolu- 
tion,’’ passed May 15, 1828. These two acts form part of the 
same system. The act of 1832 has reference to that of 1828, 
and the phraseology of both is nearly identical. ‘They provide 
for making payments to the surviving officers and soldiers of 
the revolutionary army, in consideration of services, and the 
sums to be paid are denominated pay; and before any payments 
can be made under any of these laws, if the persons claiming 
their benefit are already receiving pensions under former laws, 
such pensions are requited to be relinquished. No wounds are 
required to entitle a man to this ‘*monthly pay’’ as they are 
agreeably to the system of the invalid pension laws; nor is po- 
verty essential to this aid, as itis under the acts of March 18, 
1818, and the act of May 1, 1820, supplementary thereto. But 
the whole claim seems to be placed on the ground of services, 
and in consideration of them the “‘annuity” is given and receiv- 
ed. The execution of both these acts was confided to the se- 
cretary of the treasury, and that officer was authorised to cause 


the payments to be made at such times and places as he thought 
proper. 


The act of 1828, provides ‘“‘that the pay allowed by this act 
shall under the direction of the secretary of the treasury, be 
paid to the officer or soldier entitled thereto, or to their au- 
thorised attorney, at such places and days as said secretary may 
direct.”?> The act of 1832, provides “that the pay allowed by this 
act shall, under the direction of the secretary of the treasury, be 
paid to the officer, non-commissioned officer, musician or private 
entitied thereto, or his or their authorised attorney, at such 
places and times as the secretary of the treasury may direct.’’ 
And both acts contain a permanent appropriation of the sums 
necessary to carry them into effect. The secretary of the trea- 
sury under the authority given by the act of 1828, has caused 
the payment to be made at the treasury, directly to the indivi 
duals entitled. The bank never had any agency whatever un- 
der this law, nor is it known to’the committee that they ever in- 
terposed any claim to make these payments. It is very clear 
that if the payments under the act of 1828, could be made at 
the treasury, or at such other place as the secretary of the trea- 
sury might direct, without the intervention of the bank as the 
disbursing agent, so could the payments under the act of 1839 
be made in a like manner, had the execution of the act of 1832 
remained with the secretary of the treasury. The execution of 
this act was, however by a joint resolution of Jane 28th, 1832, 
devolved upon the secretary of war, and the duties which the 
act required to be performed by the secretary of the treasury 
were “transferred to the secretary of war.’? The secretary of 
war was, by this resolution, clothed with the same authority to 
make payments to those entitled under the act of 1832, at such 
times and places as he might direct, as was previously pos- 
sessed by the secretary of the treasury. In whatever mode the 
payments could have been made by the treasury department 
previous to the adoption of the resolution of June 28th, 1832, 
in the same mode they can be made at the war department 
after the adoption of the resolution. The whole business then 
was to be done under the “‘direction” of the secretary of war, 
and the payments made at such ‘‘times and places”? as he may 
direct. It will not be disputed that the words of the law confer 
upon the secretary of war a general supervisory authority over 
the payments to be made under it. They authorise the pay- 
ments to be made whensoever, wheresoever and by whomso- 
ever the secretary may direct. If the secretary were to direct 
the payments to be made at the treasury, (as by law ke has a 
clear right to do), it surely cannot be maintained that an agent 
of the bank must stand by to receive the money and pass it 
over to those entitled. It surely cannot be contended that the 


money is not properly disbursed, unless it first pass through the 
hands of the bank. 








If the secretary of war thinks the convenieuice of those entitled 
to pay under this act, or the public interest requires that places 
of payment should be designuied where there are no branehes of 
the United States bank, may the bank by refusing to establish an 
agency at such places, (and there is no Jaw requiring them to 
do so), defeat the contemplated arrangement. It appears to 
the committee, that the power confided to the secretary of war, 
to designate times and places of payment, necessarily includes 
the authority to select the persons who are to act as agents in 
making the payments, as without such authority, the power to 
direct the times and places of payment would be wholly nuga- 
tory. 

The committee are of opinion, that upon no correct principles 
cun the bank claim the legal right to make these payments— 
either in their character of commissioners of loans, or as dis- 
bursing agent of the government. The charter does not confer 
on the bank the right of being in all cases the agent for the pay- 
ment of pensions. It reserves to congress the power to impose 
on the bank the duty which was before performed by the com- 
missioners of loans, and as those coinmissiouers, at the date of 
the bank charter, performed the duties of agents for paying the 
invalid pensions, the reservation in the charter authorised con- 
gress to impose that duty on the bank. But congress may, or 
may not, at its Own pleasure, exercise the power it has thus 
reserved. ‘The bank can have no right to demand its exercise. 
The charter, therefore, in this respect, confers no right on the 
bank. It merely reserves to congress the power to impose a 
duty, and the duty of the bank, in this particular, cannot be 
more extensive than the laws passed subsequently to the charter 
shall be found to require of it. The act ofthe 3d of March, 1817, 
made it the duty of the bank to pay, as agent, the pensions 
which before that time were paid by the commissioners of loans; 
but it does not require that all pensions afterwards created 
shall be paid in like manner by the bank. Its provisions are 
expressly confined to the duties which were chen performed 
by the commissioners of loans, and no allusion is made in the 
law to pensions which may afterwards be created. The act of 
1818 directs the pensions which it gave to be paid in the same 
manner as pensions to invalids had before that time been paid, 
and it is by virtue of this provision that the bank pays the pen- 
sioners under this law. But this act, like that of 1817, makes 
no general provision on the subject of paying pensions. It di- 
rects the manner in which the particular pensions it created 
should be paid, but it does nothing more. 

From this statement it appears that the duty of pension agent 
has been imposed on the bank by law, in those cases where the 
pensions were given by the act of 1818, or by some previous act 
of congress. Butit is not the duty of the bank to act as pen- 
sion agent in relation to pensions created since the law of 1818, 
unless some subsequent act of congress has imposed that duty 
on it. 

If then it be assumed that the payments under the act of 
1832, are to be regarded as pensions, yet the bank would not be 
bound to take upon itself that duty, unless it was required of it 
by act of congress. For itis not enough that new pensions are 
created—there must also be some law directing the bank to act 
as agent in paying them; otherwise the bank can be nothing 
more than a voluntary agent, at liberty, therefore, to surrender 
their trust whenever they think proper. 

But there is no pretence that the law or resolution of 1832 
contains any direction that the bank should act as agent in pay- 
ing these claims. There is no reference in the law to any 
former act of congress from which such an intention can be in- 
ferred, even by the most strained and forced construction; and, 
therefore, if these payments be considered pensions, in the legal 
sense in which the word is used in the acts of congress, yet the 
duty of paying them has not been imposed on the bank, and 
they were not bound to perform the duty, unless they supposed 
it to be their interest to do so. 

There is another point of view in which the subject presents 
itself, and which it is believed is still more important, and that 
is the attitude assumed by the bank. They do not claim the 
books, papers and funds, as belonging to them. These are 
confessedly the property of the government. But they claim 
the right to retain the possession of them, not from any interest 
which they have in them, for this is disavowed, but merely that 
they take care that the laws be faithfully executed. This is 
certainly a novel pretension, and it is believed is now for the 
first time asserted by a corporation, at least in the U. States. 


By the constitution, the execution of the laws is confided to 
the executive. 


The allegation of the bank, as contained in the letter of the 
president of the bank of January 23, 1834, that “‘it is no justifi- 
cation to the bank, to obey any other authority,’ (than con- 
gress), ‘‘for if it pays money or transfers money, without the au- 
thority of congress, its accounts may be disallowed by the ac- 
counting officers,’’ does not, in the opinion of the committee, 
deserve to be seriously considered or refuted. Itis imposible 
to conceive upon what grounds, such an apprehension as is 
here pretended could be seriously entertained; for whatever au- 
thority the bank had to disburse the annuities under the act of 
June 7th 1832, was derived, not from congress, for the act di- 
rects the payments to be made “‘under the direction of the se- 
cretary,’’ but from their appointment as paying agent, by the se- 
cretary of war; and if he gave the ‘authority, it would be strange 
indeed, if he could not revoke it. The public money had been 
placed in the hands of the bank, by the orders of the secretary 
of war, and if he revokes that order, and directs the money to 
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be returned to the treasury, or transferred it to other agents, it 
is absurd to suppose that the bank, by obeying, should be in any 
way embarrassed in the setlement of their accounts. There 
was not the slightest ground for sucha belief: and it cannot, 
therefore, be urged as any extenuation or apology for the course 
of the bank. 

In no view of the subject can the bank, in the opinion of the 
committee, rightiully retain possession of the money and pro- 
perty of the government. If the law of 1832 had constituted 
the bank, (which the committee do not concede, but on the 
contrary, maintain it did not),the paying agent of the govern- 
ment, it would not necessarily follow that they must keep pos- 
session of these books, papers aud funds. Many cases might 
be conceived in which it would be not only proper, but the 
duty of the government to resume the possession of thein. The 
books and papers might be wanted for copying, examination or 
correction, or other conceivable purposes. ‘lie money appro- 
priated for these payments, might be accumulated in an unne- 
cessary degree at a given point, and might be wanted else- 
where, in consequence of a diminisbed supply at Giher ‘places’? 
designated by the secretary for the payments. But the ground 
taken by the bank, excludes all possibility of the exercise of this 
supervisory regulation Of the head of the department, whose 
duty the law makes it to see that the **pay”’ allowed by the act 
shall be made under ‘tis “‘direction”’ aud at such ‘‘times and 
places’? as he may designate. The bank in effect, says—we 
have decided that we are the proper agents to make the pay- 
ments, and therefore the government shall,in no case, have any 
power to withdraw the property which it has heretofore placed 
in our possession. Such a principle, if applied to all other 
cases of disbursing officers, who may assume the ground they 
that have been illegally dealt with, would lead to consequences 
which do not require to be stated, and could not for a moment, 
be tolerated. 

If the bank, when the demand was made forthe books, pa- 
pers and money of the government in its possession, had *pro- 
tested,’ if they thought the demand illegal, and had then de- 
livered them up, and had afterwards appealed to congress or the 
judicial tribunals for such redress or decision as the nature of 
the case might call for, their position would have been far dil- 
ferent from what it now is. Assuming to decide the law for 
themselves, and arrogating the power to see thatthe laws be 
faithfully executed, they assume a power heretofore unknown 
to our laws and institutions. Claiming to define their own legal 
rights, they have so fac forgotten the rights of the public as to 
withhold vouchers and funds to which they can have no title. 

it further appears to the committee, that the change directed 
to be made by the secretary of war, was called for by the cir- 
cumstances. It is understood that the change has been con- 
fined to a substitution of the local banks of deposite for the bank 
of the United States and its branches, at those places where 
local banks of deposite have been selected. Where the public 
funds are yet deposited in the branches of the United States 
bank, these branches are yet the agents for making the pay- 
ments, by appointment of the secretary of war, under the act 
of June 7th, 1832. Where the change has been made, the busi- 
ness is to be done by the new agency without any charge what 
ever to the government. 

The reason and propriety therefore of the measure are ob- 
vious. The object is to direct the banks holding the public mo- 
ney, to pay out this money to persons claiming it under the act 
of June 7th, 1832, instead of having the funds drawn from these 
banks and placed in the United States bank and its branches, for 
the mere purpose of doing what the former may do as well. To 
have coniiaued the agency of the bank of the United States in 
making these payments—when the public moneys were in other 
banks, would have been unnecessarily to putitin the power of 
the bank of the United States, by means of the public funds, to 
draw large amounts of specie from time to time from tie se- 
lected banks, to hoard in its own vaults, thereby to increase 
for its Own purposes, a needless and unjustifiable pressure on 
the people. 

It remains to be considered what effect this unwarrantable 
act of the bank may have upon the future payments to be made 
to the officers and soldiers entitled to the benefits of the provi- 
sions of the act of 1832. ‘The committee called upon the secre 
tary of war for information on this point, and herewith submit 
the answer which has been received. It appears that on the 
[st of January last, the bank, as disbursing agent for the pay- 
ment of claims under the act of June 7th, 1832, held of public 
moneys drawn from the treasury for this object, the sum of 
$470,546 98. Since then, other payments, to a comparativeiy 
small amount may have been made, and it is possible that sub- 
sequent settlements may further reduce this balance. This 
sum had been regularly drawn from the treasury by warrants in 
the usual way, and placed in the possession of the bank to be 
disbursed. The act of 1832 makes a standing appropriation of 
the amount necessary to carry its provisions into effect. The 
bank, by withholding the sum which it has in possession, stands 
in the situation of any other defaulting disbursing agent, and a 
sum equal to that which it thus wrongfully retains, must be 
drawn from the treasury, and applied to the payments, until the 
amount withheld by it shall be recovered. The detention of the 

books and papers by the bank, will not necessarily postpone the 
payments until the possession of such books and papers may be 
recovered from the bank; but it will render it necessary for the 
department of war to make out new lists of those entitled to 
pay, and there is no probability that this can be done sufficient- 
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ly early tO €Rable the payments under the act of June 7, 1832, 
to be made On the 4th of March next, especially at the distant 
agencies; 88FCeably to the established usage. ‘I'he labor of pre- 
paring neW '88ts and papers is understood to be great, and with 
all the care that can be taken, there will be a liability to error, 
in many C@5€8, until the present agents settle their accounts, 
resulting OM the uncertainty of the periods to which the pay- 
ments W4aY Save been made. But as no surviving claimants 
bave beet P&ld to a period later than the 4th of September last, 
all who are Now living may be paid on the 4th of March, for the 
half year €MGing at that ume. 

if any NCONVenience should be felt by any of those veterans 
of the revOlULion, as the committee believe it will be by all, by 
the delay Whteh will take place in the payment of the next an- 
nuity due tO then), it is to be attributed to the unjustifiable con- 
duct of ie Dank in interposing to thwart the views of the go- 
vernment, '™ withbolding from the officers of the government 
the public Money and public property, to which they do not 
pretend 0 have apy claim. ‘The commitee cannot condemn, 
in terms 10° Strong, the conduct of the bank in this transaction. 
‘The bank W!tiholds from the public service the large sum of 
four hundt€@ and seventy thousand five hundred and forty-six 
dollars aud Dinery-eight cents, and thus puts the government to 
the inconVeB@ience of applying other funds to the objects for 
which the 54tn they retain was appropriated and drawn trom the 
treasury. 

So far 45 T€spects the delivery of the public property in their 
possessio0, they refuse to obey the instructions issued; but so 
fur as respCCts the termination of the duty of making payments, 
they yield 2 Teady acquiescence, and yet there is the same au- 
thority forte one order as for the other. But in the former 
case, they bAve a direct pecuniary interest in the course they 
pursue. 1” the fatter, their interest is not at stake, and no one 
suffers but the government, which must advance other funds to 
supply we Place of those illegally retained by the bank, and the 
veterans Ol the revolution, who must wait for the amount due 
them until the necessary documents ean be prepared to justify 
the payment. 

The exiU'Mg laws are, in the opinion of the committee, ade- 
quate to eNabte the government to effect a recovery from the 
bank of It8 Money and property, and therefore they propose no 
measure OF legislation in this respect. Neither is any further 
approprialvOn required to supply the place of the sum thus re- 
tained by © bank; for, as has been already remarked, the act 
of June 7, 1°32, makes a standing appropriation of the sums ne- 
cessary 10 C@afry jts provisions into effect. If the bank, or any 
other disbursing agent for the payment of these claims, become 
defaulters 4N@ refuse to pay over the public moneys placed in 
their hauds to make such payments, the meritcrious class of 
citizens povided for by the act, cannot, on that account, be de-~ 
prived of their rights, though some of them may experience de- 
lay in recelViNg the sums due to them, as in this case they proba- 
bly will, 1! COnsequence of the conduct of the bank, in with- 
holding ie PUblic books and papers, by which the exact amount 
of their claim@s js to be ascertained. 

The comMittee deem the course of the bank such in this 
case, as 10 JUSLtify the repeal of the several provisions constitut- 
ing them P"Sion agents, under the invalid acts and the acts of 
1818 and 1820. ‘There seems to be no propriety in the separa- 
tion of these Guties, but as one may be conveniently performed 
by the ageMts, selected by the secretary of war, so may the 
other. There seems to be a propriety too, in confiding to a re- 
sponsible Officer of the government, the duty of making these 
payments, father than leave it in the hands of an irresponsible 
corporation- ‘They therefore recommend this course, and re- 
port a bill ACCordingly. 

On mouon Of Mr, Polk, the bill and report were ordered to be 

rinted. 

. [The folloWing is a copy of the bill which accompanied this 

report: 

A Mill to preSCribe the mode of paying pensions heretofore grant- 
ed by the United States. 

Be it enacted, &c. That all laws, and parts of laws, authoris- 
ing or requilittg the bank of the United States or its branches 
to pay any P€hsions granted under the authority of the United 
States, shall be, and the same are hereby, repealed, and such 
payments SMALL be hereafter made at such times and places, by 
such persOuS or corporations, and under such regulations, as 
the secretary Of war may direct.] 
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anks. Capital. 

Manhattan COmpany - - - - - - $2,050,000 
Fulton bank. 7 a - . ° - - 600,000 
North River bank - - - : - - = §00,000 
Delaware 224 Hadson canal company - - - 500,000 
Chemical Manufacturing company - - - = 400,000 
Dry Dock CO pany - - - - - - 200,000 
Long Island bank - - - - - - - 300,000 
DutchessCOUNnty bank - - - - = - 90,000 
Commercial bank - 2 « ~« ' . saa 
Bank of Rochester , so Sr = ee 250,000 
é $5,115,000 

Am’tof capital of safety fund banks brought forward $22,731,460 
Total Capital of state banks -~— - - $27,846,460 
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New York banks subject. to the bank fad law, in operation on the 1st January, 4 ee 
232 


if fa]. 


America : 379,866 : 369,496 336,400} 
Mechanics’ - 719,830 ‘ 281,714 185,920 
Merchants’ 618,528 143,651 87,185 
New York - ’ 630,313 . ' 132,985 : 75,175 
Union - ; 503,253 > 90* 91 9054 ; 164,492 
i - - : ’ ’ 
Merchants” Exchange 231,307) . . 82,822 85,057 
Phenix - - - J 222 592 2, 109,034 ‘ 182,904 
Leather Manufacturers’ 249,253 r 57,910 : 85,000 
Tradesmen’s oe 181,928 : 49,797 95,522 
Seventh Ward - - ‘ 94,128) . . 38,530 P 5,000 
Butchers’ & Drovers’ - 256,024 38,993 107,240 
Mechanics’ & Traders’ 172,725 er 8 15,971 p 41,848 
+ nen tote oo BO" rye 488,037 Pes © 37,700 
rooklyn - - - 54, ‘ 443,208 0,104 D 28 
Westchester County ; 256,360; . , 355,744 13,629 121187 
Newburgh - - - 140,000 234,882 ‘ 347,465 20,522 24,495 
Orange County 105,666 192,699, ... 255,284 14, 476 . 9,848 
Poughkeepsie - - 100,090} 190,523) . . . 249,492 "8,044 ; 15,865 
Ulster County 100,000} 163,902} . . , 234,605 4,064 7 16,159 























Loans and 


Bank not 
in circul 
tion. 

Due commis- 
sioners 0 

discounts, 


Capital em- 











Catskill - - 150,000] 233,561 356,124 6,828 , 7,436 
Tanners? 2 100,000} 186,666) . 236,237 6,726 11,928 
Hudson River - - 150,000 284,207) . . . 264,510 5,772 2 21,086 
Albany - - - 240,000} 121,342 78,500} 559,299 23,725 é 22,405 
Mechanics’ & Farmers’ 442,000 202,098 142,537| 1,069,853 25,607 : 24,032 
New York State - ~ 369,600 230,351 144,950} 887,666 22,017 46,241 
— ae 440000} 141152] 1e8%600|  g7a’age| 117463 70°102 
Farmers’ & Mechanics’ 278,000} 141.8451 50,000] 675,180 97920 , 25,579 
Merchants’ & Mechanics’ 300,000 101,710 261,437; 729,101 7,210 51,323 
Troy City - - - 300,000} 119,263 50,000} 511,821 9,005 Sa 91,482) 
Lansingburgh a. 120,000 116,419 ° & 264,992) 9,549 , 15,252) 
Whitehall - 100,000} 147,161 56,191} 243,534 8,178 5,347 7,502} 
Essex County - 100,000 73,984 er 145,365 5,513 13,276 10,665 
Saratoga County 100,000} 150,116 49,050} 249,502} 6,048 11,650 16,482 
_ 150:000/ 235351, . | ass’oaal —Isteos} waar] Saba 
- e 3 mo gue . ; $ 
ee oe ed itl: |. | sued eee ee ae 
‘ 20, oe i le s 7 
Otsego County - 100,000 171,408} . . . 242.300 4,080 8,140} 24,414 
Herkimer County 200,000} 264,302} . 337,239 11,867; 21,813 36,156 
a County 100,000 aoeee ; , 236,705 5,452 16,516 9,319 
enango - - 120,000 90 465 . 279,485 7,973 8,237 26,785 
Madison County 100,000] 185,152) 27,000] 238,698 6,831| 13,663 9/662 
vale and Branch 600,000 prope 125,028} 1,211,015 30,992 45,252} 125,405 
ome -  - 100,000 65,043 17,294] 246,679 11,903 10,944 
Lewis County - 100,000 86,942}... 116,610 5,852 7,114 
Jefferson County 80,000 121 "971 ovig *e 192,918 11,865 8,296 
Cotonsburgh - 100,000 155, 5,779 30,000} 206,559 11,689 12,712 
wego- - 150,000 58,153 13,379} 307,122 9,355 23,810 
Salina - 150,000} 174,746] 75,642| 367,258 7,776 11,822 
oe County 150,000 204, 5425 115,359) 357,662 11,465 20, 799 
uburn—s- 200,000 2,267 — 456,813 15,993 j 9,524 
Cayuga County 250,000} 192,918} . . . 310,967] 18,242 
Seneca County 200,000} 290,476) . 436.715 13,074 
Geneva - - 400,000] 502,638 20,925} 769,947 16,181 
Ithica - 200,000] 349,470 459,669 3,658 
Yates County 100,000] 175,360 20,280} 245,610 6,787 
Chemung Canal 200, ,000 248, 302 og 302,495 7,108 
Steuben County 150,000 258, 801 eo 8 342,695; 28,623 
Wayne County 100,000 159, 309 50,031 249,202 6,769 
Ontario and Branch 500,000] 279,406 116,046} 970,588 14,030 
Livingston County 100,000 165, "092 “Sa ha 244,304 9,740 
Monroe - 300,000 330,631 136,028) 694,517 16,018 
Genesse - ~ 100,000 194,934 27,000 249,857 13,004 
Lockport - - 100,000] 143,713 59,601] 233,151 13,184 
Buffalo - - 200,000] 164,100 84,950] 298,647 34,062 
Chautauque County 100,000 122,024 .. . 218,211 9,891 


$22,731,460} 15,402,705| 2,572,590) 46,496,492| 2,196,957} *2,548,640} * 
Aggregate statement of sixty- nine banks reporting to the bank commissioners, January Ist, 

Discounted notes - - $43,712,955 98 Capital possessed ee See ee 

Bonds and mortgages - - 730, "951 51 Bank notes in circulation - - - 

Debts in judgment - 302,700 99 Profits - 

Debts in suit - 131,140 80 Deposites to apply on debts - a ~ 

Special loans - 1,421,876 30 Dividends unpaid - - 

Over drafts, . . 196,867 28 Due state of New York - - 

—$46 496,492 86) ‘* commissioners of canal fund 

Stocks owned by the basks - - 121,249 ll “ United States - a" $ 

Real estate - - 1,071,100 15} ** other banks - - 

Personal estate - - - - 14.255 94 ‘* individual depositors o 

Expenses - - - 208,201 20) Special loans - - 

Bankfund - - = - - _ 229,875 71| Due parent banks by branches 

Specie - - 2,196,957 79 

Bills of other solve nt banks - 5,623,522 53 $64,782,853 25 

Cash items - - - - 

Due from other corporations and bankers - 7,538,226 29 

Due from branch banks - - - - - 438,934 55 


a ee -——_ —— 


$64,782,853 25 *Toge ther 5,641.542—or one-fourth of the whole capital. 
‘ND OF V OLUME FORTY-FIVE. 


ney Baer 


St er RR re 


| 
’ 
| 
’ 
| 
' 





















































